The Names of God from the Bible

1) Elohim
Reading: Genesis 1: 1 – 31 
Every name of God is an eternal Name. It may describe God at a point in time; however, it is equally true today for, as He says, He does not change. In most cases, it describes an attribute or part of the Character of God, because no name can fully explain or describe God.

The Bible begins with Genesis and Genesis begins with Elohim. The eternal Name of the Great Initiator.

Right from the start the writer of Scripture distinguishes the Christian-Judeo Biblical God as totally unique. 

El was the common title given to gods. The writer of Genesis, Moses, and the Author, God, establish right from the start that the God to whom they refer was not a ‘common or normally recognised’ mythological god. The Judeo-Christian God is unique and totally distinct from any other god. 

First of all, He is ever-existing – without beginning and without end. He was not created. His is the beginning of all things. He is the Divine Creator.

When you search for the very beginning, you find God and you find He already existed. All beginnings start with Him. 

God creates – it is His nature to create. Thus, as we search for beginnings, the beginning of the world, we find it starts with God. God pre-dates the world, the universe and the cosmos. The world only comes into being because God the Creator, Elohim, ordained that it should. The world did not pre-date God. 

Most of the gods of this world are man-made or man envisioned. Elohim has always existed. He brought the world into existence. He is not subject therefore to the will or opinions of humanity. His position or relative standing is not affected by the doubts, scepticism or mocking of His created beings. Humanity, in its ignorance, may ignore God, rant and rave at God, blame God or hate God. God, however, is totally immune to the petty views of His created beings.

As Creator, Elohim is intrinsically endowed with ultimate authority and power. There is, of course, a difference between the two. Authority without power is incompetent; power without authority is highly dangerous. Elohim, the Judeo-Christian God and God of the Bible, has both. Please note that He created the world out of NOTHING. He did not create the world out of dust or anything else that pre-existed. God created the world out of nothing. You could say He created it out of His head as, in reality, He thought, He spoke and all of creation came into being.

Consequently, God is not only Creator but, by implication, the One who has invincible, infinite and inexhaustible power.

Another interesting aspect of Elohim is that it is a plural term. Being one God with a plurality of persons. (This is not found in any other Semitic language.) This is highlighted in the phrase, “Let us make man in our image.” The first chapter of Genesis can easily be seen to suggest the plurality of God. God the Father spoke and the Holy Spirit was hovering over the waters. Both the writers, John and Paul, suggest that Jesus was also present at the time.

Nevertheless, Elohim is unlike any other God in that He longs for a relationship with each of His created human beings. God is actively and passionately concerned about His people. Unlike other gods, who may be part of creation (sun god or moon god) or who are either totally aloof from humanity or only wish to annihilate all opposition, Elohim is a God of love, as we shall see in greater depth later.

What an amazing truth. The One who created you and me loves us so much that He wants an intimate friendship with each one of us on a daily basis. How is your relationship coming along?

What does that name mean for us today – Elohim wants to be your God and my God. He is love and all powerful – there is nothing He cannot do except deny His character. Therefore, there is reason to pray and to tell God everything that is on our hearts. We can trust Him to know what is best for us.

Prayer 
Father, Elohim. Thank You so much that You created me. Thank you that You created me for a relationship with You that begins on earth and carries on in Your Heaven for eternity. Please help me to get to know the real You as well as You know the real me. Amen.

Additional Readings
Job 38: 1 – 21; Romans 1: 18 – 23; Hebrews 11: 3; John 1: 1 – 3; Colossians 1: 15 – 18 
Questions
1) How big is your God?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?
2) El – shaddai (El-sadday)
Reading: Genesis 17: 1 – 22 
Every name of God is an eternal Name. God Almighty – God of the impossible. 

The word could be translated “mountain”. In other words, God who is higher than any human being and thus able to do anything.

The first mention of God as El-shaddai is here in our reading, where Abram had another encounter with God. Abram had experienced a long-standing relationship with God already. God had called Abram out of Ur; Abram had interceded for Lot and Sodom; God had visited Abram and promised him a son. However, Abram and Sarah contrived to assist God by using Hagar, and it resulted in the birth of Ishmael.

Here, Abram was ninety-nine years old, thirteen years after the birth of Ishmael. Abram was well passed child-fathering age, even for those times. Despite Abram’s lack of faith and ‘disobedience’ in fathering Ishmael, God came again to Abram with the intent to re-establish His promise and covenant with Abram.

God began by introducing Himself as El-shaddai. What an amazing greeting. He established from the very first instant that He is God far above any others, far above any imagination that Abram could invent or envisage, and on top of all that – He is God of the impossible. How I would have loved to have been there then (and to have been Abram).

The Almighty Creator God came to where Abram was and declared in effect – Abram, I’m on your side and I am going to do something which will completely blow your mind. You may think that you are as good as dead but have I got news for you. I am going to change your circumstances so dramatically that you would never come up with any concept close to it in a million years. However, you need to understand first – I am all powerful and I specialise in the impossible.

Having given Abram the correct perspective of who God was, God went on to confirm His earlier covenant to bless him beyond words and to establish a dynasty through him. There was one condition – walk before Me and be blameless.
God went on to expand on the outworking of His promise. God changed Abram’s name to Abraham – meaning the father of many nations. God also promised that Abraham’s descendants would receive Canaan as a perpetual homeland for all subsequent generations. 

God also instituted the covenant of circumcision. Abraham would have to be circumcised along with every male born into their household (as well as any slave or foreigner considered part of their household) when they were eight days old.

God also changed Sarai’s name from ‘princess’ to Sarah, ‘mother of nations’, and confirmed that Abraham and Sarah would have their own child, Isaac, who would be born in about a year’s time. Isaac would be the one through whom the covenant would be established, rather than Ishmael who was born to Sarah’s slave, Hagar.

Two people, Abraham and Sarah, well passed their use-by date for child-bearing would have a miracle baby, and Isaac who would become the forerunner of multitudes of people and many nations. Furthermore, God would bless the entire world through them. Very possible for the God of the impossible.

What does that name mean for us today – Our God is still the God of the impossible, the God of miracles. Whatever your need, whatever promise God has given you, hold onto it for He is still able to perform what He has promised for you.

Prayer 
Father, I am so overwhelmed by the thought that You are still the God of miracles and that nothing is impossible for You. Please will You fulfil the promises You have given in Your Word. Thank You, I believe You will accomplish them. Amen.

Additional Readings
2 Kings 20: 1 – 11; Jeremiah 32 17 – 27; Luke 1: 26 – 38: Ephesians 3: 20 – 21   
Questions
1) What miracles have you experienced in your life? What were the circumstances?

2) What miracles do you still need God to deliver for you? 

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?
3) YHWH 
Reading: Exodus 3: 1 – 15 
Every name of God is an eternal Name. Jehovah / Yahweh / Adonai.
Before looking at this Scripture it is important that we look at the three variants. The ‘basic’ name for the deity of God in the Old Testament was transliterated as Adonai. We looked at Elohim at the beginning of our series and saw that it was the distinguishing name for God within the local communities. It revealed God’s uniqueness from all other gods. 

When we come to Yahweh, we find it more a question of a name for Israel’s God. Yahweh and Jehovah are the same name. In the original language, we find just four letters – YHWH (sometimes referred to as the tetragram). However, scholars inserted vowels to make it easier to pronounce; YHWH became Yahweh and consequently transliterated as Jehovah.

Whilst the name may have been used prior to this event in Moses’ life, it nevertheless became more common a term from this point on. 

I want to look at how and why this name was established by God.

Moses was born of Hebrew parents living in Goshen, Egypt. Because of Pharaoh’s decree, Moses should have been murdered at birth. Despite this, his mother, Jochebed, weaned him and, when she could no longer hide him, made a casket out of rushes and placed him in it, close to where Pharaoh’s daughter usually went to bathe.

After Pharaoh’s daughter discovered Moses, she asked Jochebed to look after Moses. Moses’ mother undoubtedly taught him about the existence of Elohim and how a deliverer would soon arise to rescue the Hebrew people. 

Eventually, Moses was returned to Pharaoh’s daughter where he was groomed as a prince of Egypt. However, he must have felt an alien within the palace. One day, on seeing an Egyptian taskmaster beat a Hebrew, Moses took revenge in his own hands and murdered the Egyptian. When Moses realised he could no longer hide his guilt, he ran for his life into the desert. There he met Jethro’s daughter, Zipporah, whom he later married. Moses continued to live in the desert as a shepherd.

Into this humdrum and routine existence God intervened. God chose to use a vision of a burning bush to get Moses’ attention. When Moses drew near, God spoke to him and revealed His plan for delivering the Israelites from Egypt. God introduced Himself as “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” What I find strange is that, during the conversation, Moses suddenly asked God, “If the Hebrew leaders ask me who sent me, what should I reply?” God had already told Moses who He was: “The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” So what was Moses’ question all about?

There may be many reasons for Moses’ question, however, I think one may be that Moses wanted a ‘new’ name, a name that would be so special it would not only galvanise his hearers but also prove that he was on special terms with God.

Whatever Moses’ reason for asking, God was gracious enough to listen to his request and give him the doom-shattering, history-making, life-giving revelation that His Name was YHWH. I AM WHO I AM. The Great I AM. I will be what I will be. What a Name!

Just think – you have just been invited to go and lead the Israelite ‘nation’ out of the nation of Egypt, to break free from oppression and slavery. You might need a bit of help, you might need a bit of authority greater than that of the Pharaohs and you might need a bit of power to accomplish the task, and the One who calls you says – I AM. Wow, wow, wow. What more could Moses possibly need now?

What does that name mean for us today – He is the I AM… Whatever you need, whatever you truly and righteously desire, He is. He is the Answer to every heartfelt cry. He is the Answer to all your fears. He is the Answer to this hurting world’s needs. He is still the Great I AM.

Prayer 
Father, the Great I AM, thank You for being my God and my Heavenly Father. I worship You for Who You are. Thank You for giving me the privilege of praying to You and for being able to have an intimate relationship with You. Thank You that You are the same yesterday, today and forever. Amen.

Additional Readings
Genesis 6: 1 – 12; Psalm 83; Isaiah 12
Questions
1) How do you think Moses felt when God revealed the name YHWH to him?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

4) Jehovah Nissi 
Reading: Genesis 17: 8 – 16 
Every name of God is an eternal Name. Jehovah Nissi – The Lord my Banner.

Banner, standard or ensign. Each of these pictures is used in Scripture for various reasons. There were the standards used by each of the four divisions of the three tribes settled in each side of the camp of Israel. Judah on the east; Ephraim on the west; Rueben on the south and Dan to the north, surrounding the Tent of Meeting. Additionally, each tribal family was to have its own banner. 
There are other references, which imply the banners were used as flags or signals, providing a means of communication throughout the camp. At other times a banner was a rallying point. Indeed, if it was situated on a hilltop and unattended, it was a mark of defeat. It seems that banners were primarily used as a sign of allegiance.

The Israelites were in the desert making their way to the Promised Land. They had just been rescued from Egypt and crossed the Red Sea on dry land. They had grumbled to God over the lack of water, food and meat, and so God responded by providing water, the Manna and quails.

Hard on the heels of these challenges, we find that the Israelites were attacked by the Amalekites at Rephidim. Interestingly, Moses didn’t summon all the people to fight but rather asked Joshua, his commander-in-chief, to choose some men and to go out and fight the enemy. Joshua duly organised his troops and engaged the enemy in battle.

Moses, however, was not an uninvolved or unconcerned partner in this battle. He was very well aware that this battle required God’s omnipotent help. Indeed, without God’s help, these unbattle-hardened and recently-released slaves were going to be annihilated. Furthermore, Moses decided that one-off prayer was inappropriate. No, Moses was going to have to intercede during the length of the fight, however long it would take.

So important was this battle and the need for prayer that Moses took his two lieutenants, Aaron and Hur, with him. Aaron was, of course, Moses’ elder brother and Hur might have been Miriam’s son (or husband, depending upon which ‘tradition’ you accept). I wonder if Jesus thought of this occasion when He told His disciples that whenever two or three were gathered together, he would be right there with them.

The battle raged, and as long as Moses lifted his hands in prayer, Joshua and his troops were successful. However, whenever Moses’ hands drooped, the enemy prevailed. Realising this and noticing Moses getting tired, Aaron and Hur found a rock and placed it so Moses could sit on it whilst they each raised one of Moses’ hands. The day drew to a close, and Joshua and his troops finally routed the Amalekites.

God told Moses to record this event on a scroll as a memorial and to ensure that Joshua read it because God had promised He would completely annihilate the Amalekites in due course. It looks to me as if God was suggesting, even here, that Joshua would later succeed Moses as the leader of the Israelites.

Evidently, Moses not only wrote the details on a scroll as requested by God, but he additionally built an altar and called it “Jehovah Nissi – The Lord is My Banner”. Yes, Moses may have been on the hill with Aaron and Hur but the major player was God. God was fighting for Israel and He had put His banner on the hill for all to see. Unfortunately, Israel did have to keep fighting the Amalekites, who were finally King Saul’s downfall.

However, with God as their Banner, Israel will never be exterminated.

What does that name mean for us today – First of all, God is still on the side of Israel and, consequently, the enemies of Israel are God’s enemies and so are bound to ultimately fail. Secondly, if we put our faith and trust in God, as Paul says, nothing “will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Prayer 
Father, I thank You for being Israel’s banner. I pray for the peace of Israel and the peace of Jerusalem. Please continue to guard them from all their enemies. Thank You for being my banner too. Thank You that nothing can separate me from Your love. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 60; Song of Solomon 2: 3 – 13; Isaiah 42: 8 – 23; Romans 8: 31 – 39 

Questions
1) What is the banner God puts over us?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

5) Jehovah – YHWH Shalom (Peace)
Reading: Judges 6: 11 – 24 

Every name of God is an eternal Name. So the Name – The Lord is peace is as true for us as it was true for Gideon.

Gideon was a great man with an inferiority complex. The nation of Israel was under persecution by the Midianites, largely due to the Israelites rejection of God. One of the Midianites’ nasty habits was to wait until the Israelite harvest was ripe and then they would attack and either destroy the grain by burning it or take it for themselves.

Gideon was a good man and courageous and so decided to reap his crop and instead of taking it to the threshing floor, the obvious place, he took his to the winepress and threshed it there. He took the extra precaution of threshing at night.

One night, God’s angel appeared to him and told him that he would lead the people to a great victory over the Midianites. Gideon looked around to see who God might be talking to as he certainly didn’t feel up to the job. However, the Lord repeated His promise, and Gideon, seeking confirmation, suggested that God should wait while he went and prepared a sacrifice. The Lord agreed to wait.

Gideon prepared the meat and God told him to place it upon a rock and once he had done so God touched it with the staff in His hand and fire descended and consumed the sacrifice. Gideon was overcome with fear and cried out, believing that having seen God he would die. God reassured Gideon that he would not die and consequently Gideon built and altar and called it “The Lord is peace”.
Subsequently, Shalom was understood predominantly to relate to well-being. As in the greeting, “How are you, (are you experiencing Shalom)”. However, it subsequently became more commonly used in the Old Testament in reference to inner harmony and experiencing the blessings gained through a close relationship with God. It transcended just feeling good to experiencing peace in the midst of crises. It was used to contrast the lack of peace for the wicked. 

This idea is continued in the New Testament. Paul mentioned in Romans 5, that “we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.” Jesus, Himself said that the peace He gives is not like the peace experienced in the world – a lack of conflict, rather the peace He gives is calmness in the midst of hatred, violence and uncertainty. It comes through a relationship with God, as Father, as provided by Jesus Christ His Son.

This is both a wonderful privilege and incredible blessing. We all experience challenges on a daily basis and they can rock our comfort, sap our strength and leave us exhausted. How wonderful for us, as Christians, therefore, to be able to approach God (knowing we will not die) and to off load all our fears and find that in exchange we receive inner peace that only God can provide.

It is one of the most amazing benefits of being a Christian. When we come to the end of ourselves we find God is the answer – God is our peace. We sense the relaxing of our muscles, the strain drains from our foreheads and minds and in its place we experience an incredible sense of love, acceptance and above all that God is in control and will provide a way through all our challenges however great they may seem to us.

We receive God’s peace not because we are clever or that we deserve it, nor can we obtain it by drawing on our own inner strength. No, this is an external, a spiritual impartation which is supernatural and flows from God, purely because Jesus has saved us and brought us into that personal relationship with God as our Heavenly Father.

What does that name mean for us today? – It means that no matter the adverse circumstances we have to face or go through, God can and will provide a deep peace in our lives so we can face the future with confidence and joy.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for the privilege of living in a personal relationship with You, because of what Jesus did on the Cross when He died for my sin and rebellion against You. Thank You that because I have peace with You, I also experience inner peace in every situation of life. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 119: 161 – 168; Isaiah 26: 1 – 13; John 14; 2 Thessalonians 3: 16
Questions
1) How do we get peace with God?

2) Have you ever experienced the supernatural peace of God? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

6) Jehovah – Roi (Shepherd)
Reading: Psalm 23
Every name of God is an eternal Name, so if it was true for David it can be true for us today.

Psalm 23 is probably one of the best known and best loved Psalms of all. It is also probably one of the most recognised of all passages of Scripture and yet tragically many who have read it still don’t really know the Shepherd of which it speaks.

Psalm 23 is often read at funerals. I find that strange. David was talking about his life not his death. David was reflecting on his experience of God’s daily provision and protection, that gave him total confidence for a bright future, whatever it held. Yes, he did look forward to spending eternity with God forever, however, that did not diminish his trust, peace and joy in the present.

For me, David reveals that he was already enjoying ‘the Promised Land’ and looking forward to his eternal rest at some distant time in the future. The Lord was as real to him now, in the present, as he expected Him to be for eternity. His eternal life was to be just an extension of his natural life. 

David was boasting about Someone with whom he had an intimate relationship. He knew the Good Shepherd. Jehovah was his Shepherd. It is almost as if he was addressing a group of people and saying – I don’t know about your shepherd but let me describe to you who my Shepherd is and what He is like.
He began by revealing his Shepherd as YHWH. Not a human boss for whom he worked, but the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe. David’s Shepherd had inexhaustible supplies and would meet all of David’s needs. 

David was himself a shepherd and so could recognise the perfection of those attributes in God. Just as David, the shepherd, cared for his sheep, so the Lord cared even more for him. David’s Shepherd would guide him all his life and had a good plan and route for him to take. The Lord provided David with sustenance, refreshment and ensured his restoration.

David knew that following God’s ways he would be blessed. Even though the way would be full of challenges, (and David had to face far more challenges than most of us face) David knew that God would protect and sustain him through them all. Had not God protected him from the lion and the bear, as well as Goliath?

David went further. He testified to the fact that not only did His Shepherd stay with him and protect him in the most extreme circumstances but over and above them all, David sensed not only peace but joy and triumph. In the darkest moments, in the midst of the storms and battles, even there David sensed God’s overwhelming presence, mercy, grace, love and power. 

Yes, the Lord had already proved to David that He would never leave him nor forsake him. God had proved that He was able to meet every need and challenge David would ever have to face. With that proven track record, David looked towards the future, his future on earth, with total invincible confidence. God would prove trustworthy again and again and again and for as long as David lived on earth.

Then to cap it all, as the cream on the top, David recognised that after he had lived a full life on earth, when he passed from this scene, he would end up in the presence of His Great Shepherd and be with Him for eternity. What a fantastic prospect. What joy and strength that would provide for David as he continued to live on earth. What a wonderful Shepherd David had, certainly one worth boasting about.

What does that name mean for us today? – All that David knew and experienced of God is available to us. Yes, our situations are different, our culture and society are different, but God remains the same and He longs to be our Shepherd too.

Prayer 
Father, thank You for recording David’s Psalm for us. Thank You that it reveals the wonderful relationship he had with You. Please help me to experience the same. Help me to trust and follow You more and more. Thank You that one day I will come and live in Your Presence for eternity. Amen.

Additional Readings
Isaiah 40: 1 – 11; John 10: 11 – 18; 1 Peter 5: 1 – 7; Hebrews 13: 20 – 21

Questions
1) Is David’s Shepherd, your shepherd?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

7) YHWH Rophe (Healer)
Reading: Exodus 15: 22 – 27
Every name of God is an eternal Name, consequently God is able and willing to heal today.

We are fickle, self-centred and fearful; God is merciful, kind, loving and gracious. The Hebrews had been rescued by God from Egypt through an amazing display of God’s splendour, power and might. The Red Sea had been dried up so a way had been provided for the people to escape their slavery and Pharaoh’s army. God had drowned Pharaoh’s army in the Red Sea through returning the waters to their normal levels.

For the moment the people were in awe of God and Moses and were happy to be led in celebration by Miriam. However, their enthusiasm seems to have lasted just a short time, since within three days of walking in the desert the people began grumbling that they had no water to drink and when they eventually found an oasis the water turned out to be bitter. Moses cried out to God who told him to throw some wood into the water, which he did and the water immediately became ‘sweet’.

I understand that it is thought that the waters of Marah were bitter because of the high level of manganese present in them. However, drinking sufficient volumes of the water would have purified their digestive system and cleansed them from all the parasites endemic in the Egyptian lifestyle.

God used this event to test the people in order to see whether they would trust Him. God then told them that if they would listen to Him and be obedient to His commands He would keep them free from all the diseases that the Egyptians experienced. God ended His promise with those eternal words – I am YHWH Rophe; I am the Lord who heals you.

God is the Healer. Whether God chooses to heal us miraculously, through the services of the medical profession and/or medication the fundamental truth is God is our healer. We also need to recognise the fact that we suffer sickness through the normal frailty of human life, as well as through the careless, unwise and harmful actions of ourselves and others. 

We are also ‘born in sin’ and so as a direct result of The Fall as recorded in Genesis 3 we are naturally vulnerable to sickness and disease. However, we need to remember that all sickness is not directly attributable to wrong doing. When people criticized the man born blind (John 9), Jesus was direct in pointing out that his condition was not as a result of his or his parents sin, but rather so the power of God could be seen. 

Nevertheless, God wants us to live in health. We can be saved from experiencing many diseases and physical discomforts through a life of obedience to God. When we ignore His ways or turn our backs to Him we encounter physical and psychological sicknesses God never intended us to face.

Through the entire Bible, both in the Old and New Testaments, we see evidence of the miraculous healing power of God. Consequently, we can be confident that God still longs for us to live in health and He is also able to heal miraculously today. 

Each of us has the right to pray to God for healing both for ourselves and others. Indeed, particularly over the last 15 years whilst ministering on Alpha courses, I have had the very special privilege of praying for hundreds of people for healing and seen immediate and miraculous answers. I am not the healer, God is. I just pray and God in His mercy answers.

Does everyone get miraculously healed, immediately? No. Not everyone does, although many do. As I said in the beginning, whether we are healed through natural means, miracles or through the actions of the medical profession – God is our Healer. Yes, sometimes, despite all of our and the medical professions best efforts people do not experience the healing we or they long for. Can I explain that? No. If I could I would be God!

All I know is that God is YHWH Rophe the Lord who heals us.

What does that name mean for us today? – 

We have the right and privilege as children of God to pray for people to be healed and to expect God to heal them immediately. Whether or not He does so, is within His Sovereign will, not ours.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much that we can pray to You and see ourselves and others healed. Thank you that You are the same yesterday, today and forever. Please increase my faith to believe You can do more than I ask or think. Amen

Additional Readings
2 Kings 5: 1 – 18; Isaiah 52: 13 – 53: 6; James 5: 13 – 20
Questions
1) Why does God allow suffering?

2) Have you ever experienced miraculous healing as a result of prayer? What happened and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil the requirements of that name?

8) Jehovah – Jireh (YHWH Yireh) Provider
Reading: Genesis 22: 1 – 19 
Every name of God is an eternal Name, so just as God provided for Abraham so He will provide for us.

Abraham is the father of the faithful. He believed what God said and saw the fulfillment of the promise God made to him, when Isaac, his son, was born. 

Abraham and Sarah had waited many years for their own child. Both were very old and well passed the normal child-bearing age. Eventually, Isaac was born and we can imagine the immense joy both Abraham and Sarah shared over the miracle. I’m also sure Isaac would have been Abraham’s shadow during the early years of his childhood. 

The bond between father and son would have become extremely strong and developed into a close and significant relationship during Isaac’s teenage years. However, Abraham’s first relationship priority was always with God. God had called him to leave Ur of the Chaldeans, and led him to Beersheba in Canaan, via Haran. Abraham not only recognised God’s voice and obeyed it implicitly, but God had become his friend and they had many conversations together.

However, Abraham now faced his greatest challenge. God asked Abraham to sacrifice his only son, his miracle child and his only future hope for the fulfillment of God’s generational promise to him, that his descendants would number more than the grains of sand on the seashore.

Yes, God asked Abraham to sacrifice his most treasured possession, his present and his future – to put everything he ever had or dreamed of on the line for God. What would Abraham do? How would you feel in the same circumstances? What if God asked you to do the same?

Abraham had only one plan and that was total and absolute obedience to God. No matter how strange, how painful or how extreme or unthinkable God’s request, Abraham would execute it to the letter, regardless of the cost to him and his wife.

I’m quite sure Abraham must have wondered what on earth was going on when he heard God’s request. He must have questioned his own interpretation of what God said as well as questioning God’s motives and methods. Abraham knew that the surrounding pagan cultures that sacrificed their children to their gods was totally abhorrent to God, so what was God demanding of him? Surely God would not stoop to copy the ways of the pagans, God’s righteous character could not allow it. So what was this all about?

How hard it must have been to rise early (to avoid Sarah’s questioning) and take Isaac on that fateful journey. Abraham took all that was necessary, which included requiring Isaac to carry the wood for his own sacrificial fire. When Isaac asked his father what they were going to sacrifice Abraham responded with the prophetic statement – “God Himself will provide the lamb”. However, that didn’t stop Abraham having to go through with God’s plan and so he tied Isaac up, laid him on the altar and raised the knife in his hand in order to slay his only son. How could he do that? How could Isaac, by now a grown adolescent, just meekly go along with this horrendous action?

But God intervened. STOP! He shouted at Abraham. And God provided a ram for Abraham’s sacrifice, saving Isaac’s life. Yes, God provided the ram, no doubt pointing prophetically forward to the time when His own, one and only Son would be the Lamb of God and take away the sins of the whole world. 

Abraham recognised the mercy and provision of God and named the altar – YWHW Yireh - The Lord Will Provide.
God has done all He can to provide all we need for our forgiveness and salvation. All we have to do is accept it and follow His ways thereafter.

What does that name mean for us today? – God is a God of relationship, love and mercy. He longs for us to have an intimate friendship with Him. He sacrificed His Only Son so that we might be forgiven and set free. Having given us His Son, He will deny us none of His blessings.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for providing the sacrifice for Abraham and Isaac. Thank You that it is a picture of the supreme sacrifice of Your Son for our sins. Please forgive me and set me free. Thank You that in Christ every spiritual blessing is now available to me. Amen.

Additional Readings
Exodus 16: 1 – 26; John 2: 1 – 11; Romans 8: 31 – 39 
Questions
1) What does the sacrifice of Jesus mean to you?

2) Has God revealed Himself as Jehovah Jireh to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

9) YHWH Tsidkenu - The Lord our Righteousness 
Reading: Jeremiah 33: 6 – 18 
Every name of God is an eternal Name, it’s as relevant for us as it was to the Israelites. It is one of the most exciting names I know.

I want to emphasise the difference between the comment, The Lord is righteous and The Lord our Righteousness. Both statements are, of course, true, however there is a huge difference between them.

The fact that God is righteous is wonderful and most reassuring. It confirms to us that God is good and indeed incapable of anything evil, in thought, word or deed. His character is totally consistent and right. His judgments are just and His deeds emanate from a benign Being of the utmost integrity and stable emotions who constantly works for the good of humanity and His wider creation. Consequently, we can trust Him, worship and adore Him for who He is and what He does.

Nevertheless, there is far more to God and His righteous ways with us. God created us to have an intimate friendship with Him. Through Adam and Eve’s example, we chose to relish our independence and so rebelled against the goodness of God and embraced selfishness and wickedness, known as sin. The result of that choice was the destruction of our relationship with God and the immutable sentence of facing God’s wrath followed by an eternal existence away from God’s Presence in Hell.

How could a good God allow that? Quite easily. The righteous will go directly to Heaven and His eternal Presence. That is the righteousness of God. However, there was a problem. Subsequent to Adam and Eve’s bad choice, every human being has been ‘born in sin’ and is as a result, unrighteous. Indeed, Isaiah tells us that all our righteous acts are like filthy rags in God’s eyes and the psalmist confirms that there is no-one who does good. Consequently, all of humanity is in trouble. Each of us is destined to suffer God’s righteous wrath against sin and an eternity in Hell.

The God of the Bible is merciful as well as righteous. He cannot allow evil to enter His presence and yet He hated to see our self-destruction. He also realised that there was nothing we could do to rectify our plight. In a sense, His entire plan of Creation and the multiplication of His righteous Kingdom had exploded in His face. Satan appeared to have won. But righteousness always triumphs over evil; God always triumphs over Satan, the evil one.

God established a plan whereby the price could be paid and righteousness imputed to us. We would never be good enough and there was nothing we could do to earn righteousness – we were each a hopeless case until God intervened.

God sent His Son, Jesus Christ into our world, the sinless for the sinful, to die and so pay the price required by the righteousness of God. God laid on Jesus all our sins. When Jesus died on the cross He bore our sins in His own body and in dying set us free to have a relationship with God as our Heavenly Father. God, the Father saw the purity of the sacrifice of Jesus and His righteousness and agreed that it satisfied the demands of a Righteous God, and negated the sentence and power of His wrath.

For all those people who ask God for the forgiveness of their sins and claim the sacrifice that Jesus made on their behalf, God sees them righteous. God sees them, if you like through the filter of Jesus. God sees the righteousness of Jesus resting on them. They are forgiven and clean. Jesus, for them has become - The Lord their righteousness.

What does that name mean for us today – It means that although I am selfish and in rebellion against God, and although I may have messed up in the worst way possible, if I come to God through Jesus Christ and ask for His forgiveness, God sees me as Righteous – not by my righteousness but through the righteousness of Jesus. I can know I am bound for an eternity with God in Heaven.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for Your mercy and grace. Thank You for Your plan of salvation. Thank You Jesus for dying in my place and for giving to me Your righteousness. Thank You that I can know an intimate friendship with You now, which will carry on for eternity. Amen.

Additional Readings
Isaiah 64: 1 – 9; Romans 3: 9 – 26; James 2: 14 – 26 
Questions
1) Why is God prepared to look on us as righteous?

2) How do you feel knowing that you are righteous before God?

3) How does Jesus fulfil the name – The Lord our Righteousness?

10) The Living One who sees me
Reading: Genesis 16: 1 – 16 
Every name of God is an eternal Name and the God who saw Hagar continues to see us.

This is a story that is seldom referred to. Maybe because the whole issue is not only embarrassing to us but is also an ongoing challenge for the world today. Arabs verses Israelis, both with Abraham as their genealogical and biological father. One was the offspring of a slave girl, the other the miracle baby and offspring of the ‘free’ wife.

Nevertheless, the challenge remains for us in that God is the creator of both people. God knew all about both mothers and the circumstances behind the birth of their baby. 

God blessed both offspring because He is an inclusive God. Yes, one was the ‘chosen’ line for the Messiah while the other was born outside of the Covenant. However, let’s never forget that the latter applies to most of us – because we are also Gentiles. Yet through Christ Jesus, we are co-heirs with the Jews, who acknowledge Yeshua as their Messiah.

Abraham and Sarah were anxious to have a child and yet Sarah was barren. In a final act of desperation and determination to see if she could bring about God’s promise to them, Sarah suggested, if not demanded, that Abraham should have sexual intercourse with Hagar. The strategy worked and Hagar became pregnant. 

However, once Hagar realised she was pregnant, she began to feel superior to Sarah and treated Sarah with contempt. Sarah retaliated by complaining to Abraham, who like all good husbands, dodged the issue and told Sarah to do whatever she liked about it. Sarah mistreated Hagar and so Hagar ran away.

Hagar must have been absolutely amazed that, in her most frantic state, God sent an angel to her. Yes, she had run away from her master and mistress but she could not escape from God. God knew all about the circumstances, and exactly where she was and why. How interesting that the angel asked her, “Where have you come from and where are you going?” It was not as if the angel didn’t know, any more than God didn’t know where Adam and Eve were in the Garden of Eden when He called out, “Where are you?” No, it was to challenge Hagar to consider her situation.

I’m quite sure Hagar was confused as well as frightened, angry and lonely. She had only done what her master and mistress demanded and yet she was being punished for her compliance. But where was she to go? She was now no more than a runaway slave, carrying her master’s child in her womb. Who would take her in and care for her?

Into Hagar’s most distressing moment God sent His angel with good news. First, the angel told Hagar to go back home and submit to Sarah. Secondly, he told Hagar that her descendants would be too numerous to count, and thirdly, she was going to have a son and she was to call him, Ishmael. Ishmael means ‘God hears’, promising that whenever an Ishmaelite cries out to God, He will hear.

In humility, Hagar responded by naming the well after her encounter with God. She called it the well of ‘The Living One who sees me’. 
Hagar must have told Abraham and Sarah all about her encounter with God. It appears that life in the Abraham household settled down for a while, and when the baby boy was born, Abraham honoured Hagar’s testimony by naming him Ishmael, the name God had given Hagar.

What does that name mean for us today? – The God who saw Hagar when she was in distress will see you when you are experiencing similar circumstances. God does not turn His back on us when we do wrong. He sees our mistakes and the troubles they cause, and He comes alongside us to help us when we cry out to Him for forgiveness.
Whatever challenges you are facing today, remember this: God sees, God cares and He is alongside of you. Turn to Him; give Him your doubts, fears, frustrations, guilt or loneliness and, in exchange, let Him give you His forgiveness, peace and hope.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much that You see me just as I am and love me just the same. Please forgive me for the things I have done wrong and give me Your peace, joy and hope. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 139; John 1: 43 – 51; Luke 19: 1 – 10 
Questions
1) Have you ever felt that God sees what you are doing wrong? How did you feel?

2) Why did God ask Hagar where she had come from and where she was going?

3) How does Jesus see you today?

11) Wonderful Counselor
Reading: Isaiah 9: 1 – 7 
Every name of God is an eternal Name, God’s wisdom is inexhaustible.

Isaiah 9 follows on from Isaiah 8. Isaiah 8: 19 reads, “When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people enquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living?” In our reading we have Isaiah’s prophecy, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given… He will be called Wonderful Counselor.”

There is a stark contrast. The people wanted to consult the dead; God says that He is the living Counselor. It is a sad reflection on society that we tend towards any advice other than that which comes from God or the Bible. Most people throughout the world believe that the Bible is an old-fashioned rule book out of date with the realities of life in the 21st century.

The representatives of the media are far more likely to listen to present day scientists, theorists, film stars, new age philosophers, eastern religious gurus and mediums than to seek wisdom from the pages of the Bible. Regrettably, even in our churches, we often find a large content of a sermon devoted to the thoughts and quotes of other human beings rather than exposing the wisdom of God as revealed in Scripture.

If we turn to the national daily press, the television news and current affairs programs, reality TV or soap operas for spiritual enlightenment or moral direction we are likely to be bitterly disappointed at best and deceived at worst. So much of their content is based upon anything other than Scripture or a Judeo-Christian worldview. 

The multiplication of counselors, therapists and theories of human history and human behaviour has done nothing to answer the first order questions of life – Who am I? Where did I come from? Why am I here? What am I doing on earth?

For the answer to these questions we need to get back to our Creator’s handbook, the Bible. God has revealed Himself in creation, in Scripture and in Jesus Christ, His Messiah. Being part of God’s creation, it is logical and sensible to refer to Him for wisdom. The writer of the Book of Proverbs wrote this, “By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundations.”
God our Creator is the fount of all wisdom. Jesus prophesied the outpouring of the Counselor, the Holy Spirit upon His disciples. That was a confirmation of Joel’s prophecy that Peter said was initiated on earth on the Day of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit is the source of wisdom as He reveals the relevance of the Scriptures to us and He indwells every child of God, every disciple of Jesus Christ.

God’s Counselor is wonderful, because God is wonderful. Most worldly wisdom is passive at best, but in most cases is depressing and without any real hope because it is based on the wrong foundation. God’s counsel comes from a good God, an almighty benign Being and is consequently, sure, certain and full of hope. God’s plans for us are always to bless us and to give us a hope and a future.

God’s wisdom flows from a foundation of loving relationship and blessing. His counsel is relevant, healing and freeing. God deals with the real issues rather than just the presenting problem. God deals in love shining with truth, not sham, hypocrisy or deception.

 Yes, God is a Wonderful Counselor. If we seek His wisdom we will find it; we only have to ask God for it.
What does that name mean for us today? – It means that whenever we need wisdom in any area of life we have Someone to turn to who is not only able to provide the best answers but Someone who will deal with us in love. The answers we receive will often be beyond our wildest dreams and yet always for the best for us and the best possible long term outcome.

Prayer 
Thank You Father that I can come to You with all my problems and questions knowing that You are a Wonderful Counselor. Thank You for the Holy Spirit living in me who can provide those answers whenever I seek help. Please help me accept Your advice even though the prospects may seem daunting in the short term. Amen.

Additional Readings
John 14: 15 – 26; John 16: 7 – 15; 1 Corinthians 12: 1 – 11 

Questions
1) What is the main difference between Godly wisdom and worldly wisdom?

2) Describe a time when you sought Godly counsel, and how it changed your perspective on your challenging issue?

3) How does Jesus fulfil the description of ‘Wonderful Counselor’?

12) Mighty God
Reading: Isaiah 9: 1 – 7 
Every name of God is an eternal Name. Contrary to what most people think, the God of the Bible is still the Mighty God of Isaiah’s prophecy.

If we accept the Bible as a portrayal of early history of the people of Israel, we have to come to the conclusion that God is a Mighty God. If we accept the Biblical view that God is the Creator of the world and all human beings, we have to conclude that God is a Mighty God. If we believe God is the sustainer, protector and provider for our planet, let alone the Universe and Cosmos, then again we have to accept that God is a Mighty God.

Consequently, we have to ask ourselves the question, why do people treat God with disdain and consider Him impotent and irrelevant? The corollary is extremely frightening. If God is a Mighty God, and I treat Him with disrespect, I open myself up to an horrendous end. 

However, this passage is prophetically looking forward to Jesus Christ – God incarnate. Thus, how I respond to Him, is the crux of the issue. The question we will all eventually face is – What have you done with Jesus, who is called The Christ?
Jesus Christ is the Mighty God. He is not a super human being, He is not just a great prophet, nor is He one of the gods – Jesus didn’t leave us the option of accepting any of those conclusions. He is either the Mighty God, who He claimed to be, or He was a deceiver or the personification of evil.

Did Jesus reveal Himself as the Mighty God? I guess it depends upon your perspective. The fact that he was quite obviously human; in that he was only able to be in one place at a time, he ate meals, he got weary, he got frustrated with the religious leaders and his disciples, and in the end was captured, beaten and hung on a cross to die, all suggest that he was no more than a spiritual man.

On the other hand, the writers of the Bible, the eyewitnesses of his life, record many miracles he performed. Jesus walked on water, changed water into wine, fed over 5000 people with only five loaves and two fish. He also healed blind people, mute people, crippled people and people suffering from leprosy. He brought people back to life and drove out demons. Finally, He himself arose from the dead. All of which, suggest He was the mighty God, as no human being can do those things.

He also forgave people their sins. No-one has the right to do that. Oh yes, I can and should forgive you for how you may mistreat me, but I have no right or authority to forgive you for what you have done against another person or against God. Jesus claimed He could. That was blasphemy as far as the religious leaders were concerned.

More than that Jesus directly claimed to be the mighty God. Matthew, one of Jesus’ disciples, records that Jesus said, “For the Son of Man (a term He frequently used for himself) is going to come in His Father’s glory with his angels…” Matthew 16: 27.
Another time Jesus said, If you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins” John8: 24 “Before Abraham was I AM” (YHWH)8: 58
Before the Jewish counsel Jesus said, From now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God. They asked Jesus, “Are you then the Son of God?” Jesus replied, “You are right in saying I am.” Luke22: 69 – 70 
Jesus claimed to be the mighty God in fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy. 

What does that name mean for us today? –  For the Christian, it means that we know Jesus Christ is the Mighty God and that His Name is above every other Name and that one day He will return as King of all kings and Lord of all lords. For those who have not yet accepted Jesus as the Mighty God – today is as good a day as any to put that straight. Get Jesus into the correct perspective.

Prayer 
Father, thank You that Jesus has revealed You as the Mighty God to us. Thank you that one day the whole universe will know that Jesus is the Mighty God. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 2: 1 – 12; Psalm 24: 7 – 10; Matthew 24: 30 – 35; Romans 1: 18 – 25 
Questions
1) Why do you think people feel God is impotent, or no longer the Mighty God today?

2) Has God revealed Himself as a Mighty God to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

13) Prince of Peace
Reading: Isaiah 9: 1 – 7 
Every name of God is an eternal Name. God has always desired to have a relationship with us that was free from conflict and disharmony. However, Adam and Eve, prompted by Satan, destroyed that and so, ever since, humanity has had an inherent bias towards rebellion against God. The great mantra of humanity echoes throughout history, “No, God! I will do it my way.”
The sad reality is that independence from God and rejecting His ways, rather than releasing us into freedom, peace and joy, brings tragedy, loneliness, fear, guilt, pain and hopelessness.

However hard we try to exist without our Creator, we find that there remains in the deep recess of our soul, a longing, a sigh and an ache that God alone can fill. All the money, all the toys, all the achievements, all the accolades, and all the fame and power this world offers, can never dull the pain or gratify the aspirations of the human spirit. Material blessings were not designed to satisfy spiritual needs.

Our spiritual need is primarily for relationship, a relationship with our Creator. However, all relationships have to be reciprocal. Our Creator is perfect, righteous and holy. We are imperfect, disobedient to His ways and commands, and above all else, rebellious. Consequently, God has to distance Himself from us. He cannot accept our qualities into His presence. We are therefore doomed to a Godless eternity.

However, God is a good and loving God. He saw and understood our pitiful state and decided to do something about it. He couldn’t change His character, nor could He change the sentence hanging over us. All He could do was devise a plan to restore peace between us, restore the relationship that had been irrevocably broken.

Yes, it was irrevocably broken from our perspective, and nearly from His. There was only one way, plan A to restore the damage Satan, Adam and Eve had initiated. God alone could restore the relationship. God was the Author and Finisher of the plan. God, Himself paid the price when Jesus came in human form and died on the Cross. 

When Jesus died the price was paid, when Jesus rose from the dead and ascended into Heaven, our peace was assured and our relationship restored with God as our Heavenly Father.

The Cross, however, stands today as a symbol and reminder that Christ achieved more than just peace with God. He achieved peace for all mankind. Because through Christ’s death I can be forgiven for my rebellion against a holy God, I am expected to forgive those who have used, abused, hurt or injured me.

At the foot of Christ’s cross I lose all my rights. At the foot of the Cross so do you. Consequently, I can be reconciled to you. I can be reconciled to my enemies. Incrimination, discrimination, vengeance and war must cease at the foot of the Cross, for there the Prince of Peace died once and for all time. “Vengeance is mine” says the Lord. Not mine or yours, so consequently, we can live in peace with each other.

But please notice – human reconciliation can only take place at the foot of the cross. We both have to surrender to Jesus Christ as our Saviour and Lord. Jesus, the Prince of Peace can then bring us into a peaceful relationship.

What does that name mean for us today? – Jesus is the Prince of Peace. When He died on the Cross, He paid the price for us to be reconciled to God and to experience peace with God, as Father. Being at peace with God enables us to be at peace with all mankind.

Prayer 
Please Father, make me an instrument of your peace. Where there is hatred, let me sow love. Where there is injury, pardon. Where there is doubt, faith.

Where there is despair, hope. Where there is darkness, light.

Where there is sadness, joy. 

And grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled, as to console; to be understood, as to understand; to be loved, as to love.

For it is in giving that we receive. It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

and it is in dying that we are born to Eternal Life. Amen.
Additional Readings
John 14: 25 – 29; Colossians 3: 1 – 17; Romans 12: 9 – 21 
Questions
1) How can we obtain peace with God?

2) How can we maintain peace with our neighbours, work-colleagues and those who offend us?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

14) Everlasting Father
Reading: Isaiah 9: 1 – 7 
If only we could grasp the significance of this eternal name of God, this world and our world would be an entirely different place to live.

Our enemy, Satan has done all he can to deceive us, distort our understanding of God and discredit the character of God, and unfortunately, far too many people have succumb to his deception and lies.

It all began in the Garden. Satan’s opening question to Eve was, “Did God say…?” He raised doubts about her understanding of God’s instructions. He then went on to undermine God’s character and plans by lying, “you will not die” and followed that with deception and giving a false view of God’s will. “Your eyes will be opened and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Adam and Eve died spiritually immediately and physically later. Death entered a perfect world at that point. 

What Adam and Eve appear to have missed was that they were already ‘like God’. They were created in His image. However, they knew only good. Now they were to know and experience evil for themselves. Satan underplayed the consequences and overplayed the prohibition. He portrayed God as an egotistical spoil-sport rather than a loving Heavenly Father who cared passionately about the people He had created and sought only their best interests.

Ever since, people have struggled with this ‘default’ view of God. That He is an aloof, holy Being who dislikes people, demands unquestionable and unrealistic obedience and who is quick and merciless to punish any misdemeanor, however, minor. Someone who looks to the guilty culprit to do penance in an unlikely attempt to gain some superficial sense of forgiveness.

However, that is not the picture of God that we read of in the Bible. Yes, God is holy. He is totally unique, uncreated. Yes, He is totally righteous, and that means He will always do what is right. Yes, He is sinless and yes, sinful people cannot enter His presence. Nevertheless, God has made a way so that we, though totally incapable of living up to our standards let alone God’s holiness, can still have an intimate relationship with Him. He achieved that through the sinless life, sacrificial death and miraculous resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of God.

The God of the Old Testament is the same God as the God of the New Testament. God the Father did not change His character after Jesus died on the Cross. God, the Father has been the Everlasting Father from eternity past and will be for eternity future.

So how does the Bible reveal the character of God, as a Heavenly Father? Well, ironically we go back to Genesis 3 again and see how God’s intention was to guard Adam and Eve from evil. He had given Adam and Eve all the ‘good’ they could ever want or need. The only thing He denied them was evil. 

He treated them with respect; gave them a free will to do whatever they liked and He even gave them the power to choose to eat or resist eating from the Tree of the Knowledge of good and evil. He visited them in the cool of the day. A time suggesting refreshment and conversation, friendship and discovery, education and bonding.

Even after they disobeyed His direct command, God still came to see them to initiate reconciliation. In changing their coverings of leaves with garments of skins, He demonstrated the way back to a relationship with God was through sacrifice. The ‘work’ was not done by Adam and Eve, the work was done by God and through the death of the sacrifice. It fore-shadowed Calvary.

Throughout Scripture, we find God is the one that initiates reconciliation. He doesn’t demand allegiance, so much as showing that is the way to blessing and prosperity.

What does that name mean for us today? – We have a Creator God who loves us, cares for us, desires what is best for us and longs to have an intimate relationship with us that starts on earth and continues in Heaven for ever.

Prayer 
Father, I am so grateful that I can turn to You at any moment of the day or night and know that You are there loving me, supporting me and ready to hear the deepest cry of my heart. I pray that everyone reading this will come to know You as their loving Heavenly Father, too. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 103; Isaiah 55: 1 – 13; Luke 15: 11 – 24; John 3: 1 – 18 
Questions
1) How would you describe your perspective of God the Father?

2) Has God revealed Himself as a loving Heavenly Father to you?

3) How do you feel Jesus fulfils the title of Everlasting Father?

15) Fear of Isaac
Reading: Genesis 31: 22 – 42 
This appears to be a very strange name for God. However, since Jacob used it, we need to consider it, particularly as every name of God is an eternal Name.

Let’s try and see if there were any clues that could suggest why Jacob, and the writer of Genesis, would use this name for God.

Jacob used it when addressing Laban, Rachel’s father, at the time of the final separation between Laban and his family and Jacob and his family. 

True to form, the two deceivers were trying to justify their actions to each other. Laban accused Jacob of running off without saying “goodbye”, thus prohibiting Laban from blessing Jacob and thereby allowing them to leave on amicable terms. Jacob responded that Laban had not left him much option by the bad way he had treated Jacob. Jacob went on to say that if it hadn’t been for God’s gracious hand of blessing and protection guarding him, he was sure Laban would have sent him away empty handed.

At that moment Jacob referred to God as, “the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac.” I wonder why he used that expression. Laban knew that Isaac was Jacob’s father. I wonder if Jacob wanted to emphasize to Laban how much he actually trusted in God. To stress that Jacob’s acquiescence to Laban’s unjust schemes was not a weak human response but rather a decision made in the light of the fact that he had vowed to follow God and serve Him.

Laban’s family was outside of the Abramic covenant. Jacob was the heir, albeit through his and his mother, Rebekah’s, contrived deception. Jacob met with God at Bethel on the way to Harran and his whole attitude to life dramatically changed. Nevertheless, it doesn’t seem that Jacob felt that calling God, his God, was strong enough. Jacob wanted to invoke a name for God that would be like a bolt of lightning hitting Laban and so he chose “the Fear of Isaac”.
So, what was the significance of that name to both Jacob and Laban? Let’s begin by asking the question, how would Isaac have viewed God? Surely, primarily from how Abraham walked with God and the stories that Abraham recounted to Isaac. The first would undoubtedly have been the fact that Isaac was a miracle baby. Both Abraham and Sarah were well passed natural childbearing age and yet God had performed the impossible and Isaac had been born.

I’m sure the subject of Ishmael came up and Isaac would have been overwhelmed by the fact that his older sibling was discredited by God from receiving the first-born’s rights and privileges. I’m sure Isaac would have been humbled by that grace of God.

Then there was the episode at Moriah. Isaac was not a baby, he was a grown man and yet Abraham took him with the determined intention to kill him, as a sacrifice to his God. Isaac wasn’t stupid. He asked about the sacrifice and Abraham gave him an ambiguous answer. Worse still he tied Isaac up and would have killed him, had not God intervened.

Yes, Isaac knew a lot about Abraham’s God and yet not only trusted Him but was an avid follower as well. He had witnessed God’s salvation and blessing in his life.

Yes, Isaac had every excuse to have been scared stiff of God and to reject him as his God and yet the name the “Fear of Isaac” relates to a healthy respect and life of willing obedience to an awesome, miracle working, loving and gracious God. That was Isaac’s view of God and that was the view Jacob had come to know intimately, too. No doubt Laban also knew those stories and took the point.

What does that name mean for us today? – It reminds us that the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob is the ever living God and as we fear Him and follow His ways, so He will bless us, and watch over us just as He watched over the patriarchs.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for the privilege of having a Christian heritage. Thank You for showing us so vividly that Jacob respected his father’s God. Please help us to pass on our faith in such a way that our children will have a healthy fear of You. Amen.

Additional Readings
Genesis 21: 1 – 21; Genesis 22: 1 – 19; Genesis 24: 15 – 61 
Questions
1) How do you explain the fear of God to your offspring?

2) Would you be happy for your children to call God the fear of you?

3) How do you think Jesus demonstrated that name while He was on earth?

16) Pride of Jacob
Reading: Psalm 47: 1 – 9 
We turn from the “Fear of Isaac” to the “Pride of Jacob”. This psalm, which is attributed to the sons of Korah, introduces us to another name of God that is also an eternal Name and it is used, at least twice more, in Scripture.

The psalm begins with praise to God. However, the praise is not directed to just a god, but the God of all nations and the great King over all the earth. The writers of the psalm are specific in directing our praise to the victorious God who had granted the people victory over all their enemies. He is the omnipotent God, the ultimate ruler of the earth.

The psalm directs our attention to the fact that the God of Abraham, the Pride of Jacob is not just the God and King of Israel; He is the King of all kings and Lord of all lords. The nations of the entire world are His inheritance. Every king and every person belongs to God.

They were to boast about their God. And why shouldn’t they? God had delivered them from all their foes. The inference is that although they had wanted to live in peace their enemies had attacked them. They were outnumbered and beyond human rescue or help. Into that helpless and hopeless condition, the Almighty God had intervened and caused a mighty salvation.

The result was spontaneous and heartfelt praise, thanksgiving and adoration. The people sensed the awesome freedom that can only be felt by those released from utter desperation. This wasn’t some cerebral affirmation or forced liturgy, this was the pent up exhilaration flowing freely from people set free from the fear of death and destruction. 

There were trumpets sounding, people shouting with all their strength, and an upsurge of worshipful praise and adoration. There was an explosive burst of joy that became a wave sweeping across the nation.

Why? Because the God of Israel had answered their desperate cry. And who was Israel? Israel was the Name God gave to Jacob. Yes, the God who Jacob called his own, the God Jacob served and worshipped had proved that He was their God, too.

Jacob was unworthy of calling God, his God. Jacob was a deceiver and cheat and yet, God sought out Jacob and called Him to follow Him. God loved him, God protected him and provided for him, often miraculously, not because Jacob was good, but because God is good, God is merciful and God is gracious.

The people of Israel knew that, and God had been gracious and merciful to them again. So the people would call God, their God ‘The Pride of Jacob’ and would worship Him and Him alone.

They would boast about their God because His love was unconditional, His grace unmerited and His mercy unjustified. They didn’t and couldn’t do anything to earn it. All they deserved was destruction, for rejecting God and His ways and yet ‘The Pride of Jacob’ rescued them, just because He chose to do so.

No wonder the people of Israel encouraged the peoples of the nations to worship their God. They sensed God could be their God too, if they wanted Him.

What does that name mean for us today? – 

We need to remember that the Christian’s God is not just the God of Christians; He is the God of the entire world. He is the King of all kings and Lord of all lords whether they choose to accept Him as such or not. Consequently, the values, principles and wisdom of the Bible are for everyone. Because the Christian’s God is such a good God we can boast about Him to people from the entire world. He should be our ‘pride and joy’ too. 

Prayer 
Father, thank You for reminding us that You are a good God and the God of the entire world. Please help me boast about You to my family, friends, work colleagues and neighbours regardless of their ethnicity. Amen.

Additional Readings
Amos 8: 1 – 12; Nahum 2: 1 – 13; 1 Corinthians 3: 18 – 23 
Questions
1) In what ways do you feel the people of Israel should be ‘proud’ of their God?

2) What are the things God has done for you that make you feel ‘proud’ to be able to call Him your God?

3) How do you think Jesus fulfils that name?

17) Israel’s Glory
Reading: Jeremiah 2: 1 – 13 
I have tears in my eyes as I write this. It is the greatest tragedy and yet the constantly repeated action not only of Israel but by us all. Just consider the Name – Glory. The Eternal Name of God. According to Larry Richards, “in Hebrew the root meaning of the word translated ‘glory’ is ‘heavy’ or ‘weighty’. The idea is that there is no more weighty or significant being in the universe than Yahweh, for He alone truly is majestic and high above all.”
In the passage in Jeremiah, God says, “Has a nation ever changed its gods? (Yet they are not gods at all). But My people have exchanged their Glory for worthless idols.”
What made Israel different from all the other nations? Their Glory! Israel was no better than any other nation. They had been chosen by God to be His special, His treasured possession. But what made them special? Their Glory! Their God, Yahweh!

They could boast about their God because He was unique, He was all powerful, He was indestructible, He was victorious, He ‘belonged’ to Israel and to Israel alone. Yes, out of all the other nations existing on earth God had chosen Israel to be His own people. They were the recipients of His unconditional love, protection and blessing. God intended to bless the rest of the entire human race through Israel.

The people of Israel had done nothing to deserve God’s special attention, and yet they had a whole lot of experiences to boast about their God. They were the direct descendants of Abraham and the unique recipients of the Abramic covenant of blessing. The patriarchs were their ancestors.

God had delivered Israel out of Egypt through miraculous and mighty acts of raw power and majesty. God had given them the Promised Land, driving out their enemies before them. When they rejected God and their enemies won battles against them, after they cried out to God, He raised up deliverers to gain them freedom once more. 

However, Eli’s sons rejected and defamed the priesthood, and died in battle when the Philistines captured the Ark of the Covenant. When Phinehas’ wife heard the news she went into premature labour, and as she lay dying she named her son, ‘Ichabod’ saying, The Glory has departed from Israel.”
When the people asked for a king in rebellion against God, He acceded to their request. Later, He replaced Saul with David, probably the greatest human king that has ever lived. But the kings, leaders and people finally rejected God’s prophets and Jeremiah recorded the most heart-rending cry from God Himself, “My people have exchanged their Glory for worthless idols.” 

Have you ever thought how God must have thought about that? Why would a people do that? Why would you exchange the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe for a man-made object carved out of a block of wood, stone or gold? The apostle Paul goes further and in Romans he includes us with Israel. “For though they knew God, they neither glorified Him as God nor gave thanks to Him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the “Glory” of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.” Paul is right isn’t he?

I think, if Paul was writing his letter today, he might add that we have exchanged the “Glory” for money, achievement, fashion, toys, image, investments and bigger and better… Yes, we think we are so wise and yet what have we got in exchange for the “Glory”? Get rid of the eternal omnipotent God if you will, but what will you exchange Him for? 

Think about it.

I’d rather have Jesus than silver or gold

I’d rather be His than have riches untold

I’d rather have Jesus than houses or lands

I’d rather be led by His nail-pierced hand

I’d rather have Jesus than men’s applause

I’d rather be faithful to His dear cause

I’d rather have Jesus than world-wide fame

I’d rather be true to His holy Name

Than to be the king of a vast domain

And be held in sin’s dread sway

I’d rather have Jesus than anything 

This world affords today.

Rhea F Miller.
What does that name mean for us today? – 

The greatest joy, the greatest thrill in our lives should be to own Jesus Christ as our “Glory”. He is altogether lovely and alone worthy of all our praise, adoration and instinctive obedience. Let them who boast – boast in the Lord – the Glory of Israel.

Prayer 
Father, the Glory of Israel, please forgive me for allowing things to replace You in my life. Please take back Your rightful place of my Lord and my God. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 24; Ephesians 1: 15 – 23; Romans 1: 18 – 25 
Questions
1) What does Israel’s Glory mean to you?

2) Have you allowed things into your life that have exchanged the rightful place of priority to Israel’s glory?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

18) The Rock
Reading: Deuteronomy 32: 1 – 18  
Every name of God is an eternal Name and how appropriate, therefore that He is called the Rock, a name that speaks of permanence, faithfulness, strength and security. 

When, at the end of his life on earth, Jacob blessed Joseph, Jacob recalled how God had been constantly watching over and caring for him and how God would continue to do the same for Joseph. The picture is not of some boulder that would have fallen from a cliff or an obstacle in the way of progress on the path of life, but rather, of massive stone formations that make up mountains. 

The outcrop you can climb in order to get a new perspective and clearer view of reality. Something that is always there for you to return to for strength, courage, protection, truth and wisdom.

Throughout Jacob’s life he had experienced opposition, deceit, difficulty and discouragement. How vital it was that he should find a Rock, to which he could turn for sustenance and hope. Despite all Jacob’s faults, we find in him a man who knew his God and had an intimate relationship with Him. Furthermore, Jacob readily and gratefully acknowledged God’s protection and blessing. It was fitting and natural, therefore that Jacob would entrust Joseph and his future to his Rock, the Rock of Israel.

Moses also recognised that God was the Rock. In praising God, Moses extolled the greatness of God. He likened God to a high, righteous, trustworthy and enduring Place of security from where he and the people of Israel would be safe from all their enemies. 

One of the wonderful things about the Rock was that it remained the same regardless of how disobedient, rebellious or faithless the people may be. The Rock’s qualities are unconditional and consistent. Although the people may turn away from the Rock and go their selfish, self-centred and independent way, nevertheless the Rock stood firm and constantly available to them whenever they chose to return to it.

I love and can relate to King David’s cry, “Lead me to the Rock that is higher than I”. Even as I write this, tears form in my eyes. Oh the joy, oh the relief, oh the peace we can receive when we run to the Rock that is higher than I. 

It’s so true, we all need a Saviour and we all need a Rock that is higher than I. David probably had to endure more hatred, misunderstanding, pain, ridicule, loneliness and outright opposition, than most people throughout the history of the world. How fitting, therefore, that he sought and found a Rock that could provide security and safety and he found the answer in his God, the Creator of the world and God of Israel. It turned David into the courageous and all-conquering king. 

When Paul wrote his first letter to the church at Corinth, he reviewed Israel’s history in the desert. He reminded them how God miraculously provided food and water. However, Paul developed the spiritual significance by revealing that the Water of Life came from the spiritual Rock and that Rock was Christ. Paul explained that Jesus Christ is the everlasting and ever-living God.

At the same time, Paul exhorted his readers to understand the warnings that God recorded for us from history. The Israelites rebelled against God many times, however whenever they turned back to God, the Rock, He received them once more and protected them from their enemies. Nevertheless, we should not presume on God’s grace.

Yes, although the Rock, Jesus Christ the Lord, is gracious, merciful and long-suffering we should keep Him as our foundation and follow His commands thereby living in His blessing and experiencing the joy of His Eternal Life.
What does that name mean for us today? – In a world of turmoil, uncertainty, fear and hopelessness, we can turn to God who is Eternal, Divine and totally immune to the disasters and storms of life. If we have faith in God, through Jesus Christ, we can have peace and joy no matter what happens to us on earth, regardless of whether the challenges come through earthquakes, financial collapse, health issues or spiritual opposition.

Prayer 
Thank You so much, Father for being my Rock and the One to whom I can fly for love, assurance, peace and safety. Thank You for being faithful, totally trustworthy and reliable. Thank You that I can come to You at any time and that your love, mercy and grace are unconditional. Amen.

Additional Readings
Genesis 49: 22 – 26; Psalm 61; 1 Corinthians 10: 1 – 13 
Questions
1) What are the ‘characteristics’ of the Rock?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

19) The Fortress (High Tower)
Reading: 2 Samuel 22: 1 – 20
King David did not have an easy life. Even as a boy he was consigned to look after the sheep and for a young lad that was a huge responsibility, particularly if you took the role seriously. Not only did he have to find food, water and shelter for the animals, he also had to protect them from thieves, enemies and wild animals.

The environment in which David lived was harsh terrain, with scorching hot, dry summers, and freezing cold winters, especially at night. He was used to violent storms with strong winds and torrential rain. David would have to ensure that the sheep had enough to drink during the long hot summers and with adequate shelter from the sudden downpours. He was used to reading the signs of the weather.

Marauding bandits frequently raided any harvest or stock belonging to the Israelites. Additionally, lions and bears roamed free and would attack any unprotected sheep. David experienced all these before and during his teenage years. David also confronted Goliath, the giant leader of the fearsome Philistines.

However, even after dispatching Goliath and winning a mighty victory over the Philistines, David’s joy quickly turned to despair, as King Saul, instead of making David the leader of his armies, became obsessively jealous of David and embarked on a campaign to eliminate him. It was not long before the campaign turned into a full-scale war against David. This gives us a glimpse into the background to David’s heartfelt description of God as his Fortress. 

At the time, towns had robust defenses surrounding them and the larger towns had not only a barricade, but high walls with towers as command posts.  Within the compound there would have been an even higher and stronger fortified tower, known as the fortress. No-one who breached the outer security ring was expected to be able to over-run the fortress – it was to be the impregnable retreat of last resort.

For David, his first fortress against Saul was his home. Saul’s armies were outside keeping watch ready to kill him should David attempt to leave. However, Michal, David’s wife, helped him leave safely and so began, David’s years of living on the run. Nowhere was safe, as even his supporters often turned traitor, informing Saul where David was.

But David did have another Fortress, an invisible Fortress and His Name was Jehovah. Yes, David may have to live as a fugitive on earth, nevertheless his God was his Fortress and David could ‘run’ to Him and find peace and protection.

Many times David was ‘hidden’ by and within his Fortress. Saul rarely found David, even when he was in close proximity. David, however, knew whenever Saul or his soldiers were close by and yet David spared Saul’s life when it would have been easy to have killed him and neither Saul nor his soldiers would have known anything about it until it was too late. 

David’s enemies did not triumph and in the end David became the King of Israel. However, during his reign as king, life was never easy for David and he continually faced challenges and insurrection. Nevertheless, at the end of his life, David was able to proclaim with absolute conviction and joy, “The Lord is my Fortress.” He acknowledged that it was God who protected him from all his enemies and preserved his life. 

What does that name mean for us today? – When Christianity is derided, when Christians are subject to ridicule and persecution, when Christ is just a swear word and the Bible criticised, it’s good to know we have a Fortress. We can run to God and find that He is still the True God of Creation and totally impregnable. Our faith is secure and our future is certain. In the end those enemies will be defeated and we will live with safely in our Fortress for ever.

Prayer 
Father, we are so grateful that we, like David, have a Fortress to which we can run in times of oppression and opposition. Help us never forget that the door is always open and our Fortress is totally impregnable. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 62: 1 – 12; Psalm 144: 1 – 10; Jeremiah 16: 14 – 21 
Questions
1) What evidence have you seen in the Bible for calling God our Fortress?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?
20) The Way 
Reading: John 14: 1 – 14 
When Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” He was deliberately using the eternal Name of God. Whilst we recognise “I AM” as eternal, we can overlook the fact that God is equally eternally, The Way.

Most frequently, we consider Jesus explaining that He is the Way to a restored relationship with God as Father – and so we should. Throughout the Bible we see that, as human beings, we have forsaken God and gone our own way. Through deliberate rebellion we have turned our backs on God and one of the consequences of that rebellion, independence and sin is our separation from God. 

It is first recorded in Genesis, where Adam and Eve chose deliberately and disobediently to take and eat of the fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil. Immediately Adam and Eve felt naked, although no-one had told them they were. Consequently, instead of continuing to enjoy intimate fellowship with God, they initially hid from God and were eventually driven from His presence and barred from re-entering.

The “Way” to God was blocked. Our sins create a barrier between God and us. There is nothing we can do to remove or circumvent that barrier. God, in Jesus Christ, came to this earth in order to remove the barrier. Jesus would die upon the Cross to pay the price of our sin and thus remove the sin barrier that separated us from God. Jesus was and is the only “Way” through which we may enter God’s Presence.

However, the effect of Christ’s death and resurrection was more than just enabling sinful people to approach God and to enter His Presence. There was far more to it. Jesus, Himself said, “No-one comes to the Father except through Me.” Most people throughout the world acknowledge that there is a God. However, few have access to Him. Most see Him as some aloof and hopefully benign Being, who nevertheless will punish wrong doing and hold us all accountable. There is definitely an atmosphere of fear and mistrust in the relationship.

Many feel that if they behave in a particular way (which they term ‘good’) God will accept them. Others feel that they have to earn acceptance, through great deeds, unselfish charity, generosity or the strict observance of religious tradition. None of these people seem convinced that a) they are finally acceptable to God or b) that they can have a relationship with God that is anything other than distant.

Jesus claimed to change all that. Firstly, by removing the sin barrier, He made us acceptable to God. There is nothing you or I can ever do to merit God’s love for us or win us entrance into the Presence of a Holy and Righteous God. No. Jesus had to do that for us. He, the sinless One, became sin for us so that we might be considered sinless by God.

Yet, Jesus did more than obtain our acceptance and entrance into God’s Presence. Jesus made a “Way” for us to know God as Father. Yes, not as a distant Supreme Being only, but also as a precious loving Heavenly Father. Jesus introduces us to God as an intimate Father, who loves, cares, listens and acts on our behalf. He gives good gifts to His children and eventually welcomes them into His eternal presence with great joy.

However, there is more to this Name. God, the Way revealed Himself to Abraham and Moses. God was their direction, their compass and their journey. God made a way through the Red Sea, the Wilderness and the Jordan River. God, the Way was also their moral compass and destination. He seeks to be ours, too.

What does that name mean for us today? – It means that by God’s amazing grace and mercy we are able to have an intimate relationship with God as our Father and that He knows what is best for our lives. If we submit to His Way, our lives will be the most exhilarating lives imaginable.

Prayer 
Father, what an amazing privilege it is to be able to call you, my Father. Thank You so much. Thank You for the sacrifice of Jesus that made it possible and thank You for the plans You have for my life. Please help me fulfil them. I ask this in the Name of Jesus. Amen.

Additional Readings
Deuteronomy 1: 29 – 33; 2 Samuel 22: 17 – 37; Isaiah 30: 19 – 21; Hebrews 10: 19 – 25: Jude 24 – 25 
Questions
1) Why do we find it hard to accept that Jesus has done all that is required to make us Children of God?

2) Has God revealed Himself to you as your loving Father? If so, how and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil the name – The Way?

21) The Truth 
Reading: John 14: 1 – 14 
When Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” He was deliberately using the eternal Name of God. Whilst we recognise “I AM” as eternal, we can overlook the fact that God is equally eternally, The Truth.

The way our society, culture and worldly values are developing cause us to question what is reality, what is truth? In many ways that was the significance of Jesus’ statement. He was implying that He alone is the One True Reality.

Worldly truth today has become relative and personal. Few accept that there is such a thing as absolute truth or indeed objective truth. One of the challenges that comes with a democratic system is that one person, one vote, translates into one individual with one equally valid opinion. Whilst I accept democracy as probably the best worldly system available to us, we must never be deluded into thinking that it is perfect or even the best guide to human morality.

The Book of Judges, in the Bible, has this often repeated refrain for the Hebrew people of their day, “everyone did as they saw fit”. That was not a value held up to be adopted; rather it was an indictment to be avoided. The sad fact is that the same attitude has infiltrated the church of Jesus Christ, so much so that Christians find it difficult to agree on moral issues let alone the doctrines of the Scriptures.

No wonder people from outside the church looking on get confused and cannot understand the multiplicity of church denominations, streams and seemingly contradictory stands taken by them on the interpretation of Scripture and Christian conduct.

Jesus didn’t say that He was suggesting truth, pointing to truth or granting us the ability to decide truth. Jesus categorically said, “I am the Truth”. His statement wasn’t up for debate. He was establishing a plumb-line. He was revealing the unalterable standard. Jesus went on to say that “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass away.”
Later, when Jesus was before Pilate and claimed to be a king, Jesus added, “I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me.” Whilst struggling with his conscience Pilate responded, “What is truth?” Suggesting that he didn’t recognise Truth when it was standing right in front of his face.

Many people are searching for God and want to know who He is. The first step is to consider, Who is Jesus? That may be why the Alpha Course is so significant to so many people around the world, since the first question the Alpha Course discusses is “Who is Jesus?”

If we want to know the Truth we need to look at Jesus. We need to consider His claims, who He said He was. We need to consider what the people who were eye-witnesses said He was. We need to consider the record of His character. All the evidence points towards the fact that Jesus is The Truth. He is who He claimed to be – God in human form – the Saviour of the world. He came to die for our selfishness. However, He also arose from the dead, just as He said He would. (If He didn’t rise again, where is His body?)

Paul, the author of the letter to the Roman Christians said this, “Let God be true and every man a liar.” I would rather trust God and His word than any word from a human being. Over many decades in Christian ministry I have heard many things, many theories and I always come back to what the Scripture actually says. As I say to all my hearers, if you think I said something which does not appear to agree with the Scriptures, always go by what the Scriptures say – then you will not go astray.

We can trust The Bible – it is the Word of God. We can trust Jesus – He is the Word of God.

What does that name mean for us today? – In a world that is struggling for meaning, values and a common foundation, we can turn to the Truth as found in Jesus Christ. We can hold on to the Holy Scriptures and use them as our security, comfort and compass.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for giving to us Your Word. Thank You, Jesus, for revealing to us objective, universal, ultimate and eternal Truth. Amen.

Additional Readings
Isaiah 45: 18 – 24; John 4: 7 – 24; John16: 12 – 15; Romans 1: 25

Questions
1) Why is it so important to know the Truth?

2) Do you believe all the Scriptures (The Bible) are true?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

22) The Life 
Reading: John 14: 1 – 14  
When Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life” He was deliberately using the eternal Name of God. When God created Adam, Adam had a lifeless body until God breathed into him the Breath of Life.

One of the most incredible facts of creation is that we cannot replicate life. We still marvel at the fact that a seed falls into the ground and dies before it springs into life. We can have a seed lying on the shelf at home and it will remain a seed. However, if we plant it in the earth and water it, after a while a shoot appears and a plant grows.

I remember years ago seeing the title of a T.V. programme – The Baby-makers. It was about the rise of surrogate motherhood. The problem was that the makers of the programme overlooked the fact that we do not make babies – only God can. Every baby, regardless of its human origin has been made by God. He alone is the giver and sustainer of life.

We may be very clever and discover amazing advances in the scientific realm; however, we must never forget that God is the source of all life. Once we become arrogant and delude ourselves that we control life and are its source, we open up ourselves to the most horrendous possibilities of evil.

The fact that God is the baby-maker makes every baby and every unborn child’s life priceless. No matter the circumstances of conception, God has created the baby and ‘written its destiny’ in Heaven. We are merely custodians, trustees of the priceless gift God has entrusted to us. It is not ours to own, control or treat with contempt. God has made it and breathed into it the breath of life – something that we are totally incapable of doing, despite all our intelligence and scientific discovery.

However, not only is God the author of life, He is also the author of abundant life. Most of us only scratch the surface of the destiny God has designed for us. Unless we surrender to the Lordship of Jesus Christ we will never know the life God ordained for us to enjoy.

It starts at the Cross of Jesus Christ. I surrender my arrogance, selfishness, independence and self-centredness. I confess my sinfulness and ask for His forgiveness. I accept His substitutionary death for me. Once I am born again as a Christian, I need to surrender my self-control and ambitions to Jesus Christ and ask Him for my life’s orders, His will for my life. Then and only then will I ever experience the fullness of the abundant life He has planned for me.

The enemy will tell us that we are mad to surrender to Jesus Christ. We will lose all our happiness and life will become a drudgery and boring existence. Nothing could be further from the truth. Our God is creative and constantly challenging. A life lived with Jesus is the most exhilarating thrill you could ever imagine. It goes beyond our wildest dreams and ends with a mind-blowing existence in Heaven. 

Having lived with Jesus for over 50 years I can assure you it has been the best life anyone could ever know. As I often say to people – I don’t need to go bungee jumping, my every-day life with Jesus is far more exciting (and a whole lot safer!)

As Jim Elliot, the martyred missionary, once said, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he cannot lose.” I agree.
When I was young we used to sing – 
I am the Way, the Truth and the Life

That’s what Jesus said

Without the Way – there is no going

Without the Truth – there is no knowing

Without the Life – there is no living

I am the Way, the Truth and the Life

That’s what Jesus said.

I now know that to be the truth.
What does that name mean for us today? – God not only gives us the breath of life to start our lives, He gives it to us every second to sustain our lives. However, God doesn’t just want us to exist; He wants us to live life to the full. We can only do that through the power of Jesus Christ, by His Spirit, who lives in and through us.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much that Jesus came to give us eternal life. Life that not only carries on forever, but is life in a while new dimension – the Life energised by Your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Additional Readings
Genesis 2: 4 – 7; Psalm 139: 13 – 16; John 3: 1 – 16; Romans 6: 1 – 14 

Questions
1) What sort of life are you living?

2) Have you surrendered your life to Jesus Christ? If so, how and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

23) King of kings
Reading: Revelation 19: 11 – 21 
What a powerful, majestic and prophetic vision God gave John on the Island of Patmos, whilst he was a prisoner for his faith. John declares that he saw, in the vision, heaven opened and standing before him was a white horse and on the white horse was a rider called Faithful and True.

There are no prizes for guessing who the rider is because He is soon revealed as The Word of God. Whilst in John’s vision the glory and splendour of the rider is brilliant, nevertheless John is able to see that His robes were dipped in blood, suggesting that He was the great Sacrifice. He can be no other than Jesus Christ, crucified, risen from the dead, ascended into heaven and now glorified as the leader of heaven’s vast and all-conquering armies.

Yes, He endured the agony and fury of God’s wrath so that we may go free and now He has the supreme right to rule the nations, as the prophetic sceptre has been given to Him. His identity and ultimate authority is emblazoned on His robe – KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.

Wow! What a sight. Here is the true definition and expression of AWESOME. There is none other that can compare. When Jesus is finally revealed in all His glory ever other being will cower in deference.

Even as we read the passage we can almost sense and feel the radiance of His glory and majesty. We can imagine the tremendous silence that heralds His entrance. That intense realisation that the greatest Being of all is coming into view and we have the amazing privilege to glimpse and witness His Majesty for the very first time.

We need to read this passage frequently, since it is so easy for us to be squeezed into this world’s thinking and paradigm. This world that considers Jesus no more than a religious Father Christmas without the pleasure and toy gifts. This world that considers the Bible antiquated, morally restrictive, and irrelevant. This world that mocks the Church and all it stands for and this world that wants to pursue its own agenda regardless of the consequences to others.

Christians need to make a thorough check up regularly to ensure they don’t get sucked into the world’s thinking and system. Christians do not belong to this world, they are just passing through and their destiny is with the KING OF ALL KINGS AND LORD OF ALL LORDS.

And yet, God has always been King of all kings. It is one of His eternal Names.
God drove out the various kings of Canaan, the Promised Land so that the Hebrews might live and settle in the land. Samuel reminded the people that when they demanded a king, they were not just rejecting him as their prophet and priest, they were rejecting God as their King.

God was Israel’s King. He had been their Champion, their Leader, their Protector and their security. However, the People of Israel allowed themselves to get sucked into the social customs and values of the surrounding nations. They exchanged their life of faith and righteousness for wealth and happiness, a very dangerous cocktail.

They embraced idolatry and the horrendous lifestyle of the locals, thinking it would satisfy their desire for instant gratification. They loathed being different and misunderstood the premium they had as the People of God. Rather, they saw it as a hindrance and obstacle to acceptance and advancement. They demanded that they should be like everyone else and be lead by a king, a human being, as king.

God gave into their demands and thus began the sad and slippery slope in the relationship between the People of God and God Himself.

What does that name mean for us today? – A King has a Kingdom and subjects. Christ’s Kingdom began at Bethlehem. We can become His subjects through faith and obedience. We then experience the Kingdom on earth. However, we also receive the guarantee of His Holy Spirit who ensures that we shall eventually see THE KING OF ALL KINGS when He comes into His Eternal Kingdom.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for reminding us that You are the final Authority. Jesus Christ has become King of Kings and that one day we shall see Him in all His glory. Please help me prepare and be ready for that day. Amen.

Additional Readings
1 Samuel 12: 1 – 19; Psalm 24:1 – 10; Zechariah 9: 9 – 17 
Questions
1) What does the Kingdom of God look like on earth today?

2) How would you feel if Jesus gave you a similar vision to John’s so that you saw Jesus in His Majestic glory right now?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name even today?

24) Lord of lords
Reading: 1 Timothy 6: 11 – 16 
Coming from England I am used to seeing many lords. They fill the House of Lords, and are prominent in political circles and on royal events. Some are prominent judges. 

When I worked in the banking industry I would meet some from time to time. People, who through birth, achievement or national recognition were bestowed with the title. Commoners, such as me, were expected to defer to them and to honour them in every way and I have no problems with that.

However, their title does not determine their character. Some of the lords, I am aware of, have been of the highest integrity and others have not. All are human and therefore subject to the same temptations and failings as us all.

The title is not given to everyone. As I have already mentioned many are granted the title for recognition of their achievements; government service, political service, charitable service or business success and some are recognised for sporting achievements, like Lord Sebastian Coe – these are known as lords temporal and the Anglican Bishops are known as the lords spiritual.

However, originally the title was linked to landownership and thus to their relationship with the monarchy and the king, and then passed on to succeeding generations.

In the Bible it is interesting to read that Sarah called Abraham, “Lord”. (1 Peter 3: 6) It highlighted her respect of Abraham. So, whenever we consider or notice the term, “Lord” it reveals respect, honour and obedience.

Many human lords enjoy the benefits. They like the honour, pomp and pageantry that goes with the title and will often ‘lord’ it over the rest of the people.

However, there is a Lord to whom all other lords will eventually bow the knee. His name is Jesus. He is Lord of all lords. Unlike many of the human lords, Jesus doesn’t force His Lordship on anyone. Even to His disciples He said, “You call Me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I have done.” (John 13: 13 – 15)

It’s the same picture that Paul uses in Philippians 2, where he reminds his readers that although Jesus is God, He laid aside His majesty and humbled Himself. Not only by being made human but also through His death on the cursed cross.

However, God exalted Him and gave Him the Name above every name. That at the Name of Jesus every knee should bow and tongue confess that Jesus Christ is LORD, to the glory of God the Father. Yes, there is a Lord of all lords and His Name is Jesus.

In our lives there can be many ‘lords’. Whatever we hold dear, whatever we ‘serve’, whoever we yield to, is, in one sense, our ‘lord’. Be it alcohol, drugs, food, sport, money, achievement, recognition, fame, toys or physique – they can all become our lord. The Good News is that the Lord of lords can set us free from them as we kneel before and surrender to Him.

Some of us like to ‘lord’ it over others. We like to control, manipulate or use others for our own benefit (or our ministry). The challenge for us is two-fold. Firstly, that is not the example the Lord of lords gave us and expects us to follow and secondly, we need to remember that Jesus is Lord of all lords and we must eventually kneel before Him and surrender our lives and future to Him.

Yes, Jesus was, is and always will be Lord of all lords – it is His eternal Name.

What does that name mean for us today? – No matter how insignificant we feel, no matter how oppressed we may feel, if we surrender to Jesus Christ then every obstacle, every enemy, every challenge will have to bow to our Lord of all lords.

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, thank You so much for that wonderful name. Thank You that it reminds me that no matter what I am going through You are the Lord and nothing can thwart Your plans and the destiny You have planned for me. It also reminds me that one day I shall see all things put into the correct perspective. Amen.

Additional Readings
Deuteronomy 6: 1 – 24; Isaiah 6: 1 – 9; Revelation 4: 1 – 11 
Questions
1) What difference does the truth that Jesus is Lord of lords make to your life?

2) Has He revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) What areas of your life do you still need to surrender to Jesus Christ as Lord?

25) High and lofty One
Reading: Isaiah 57: 1 – 21
Both Isaiah and Ezekiel point to the fact that Satan was thrown out of heaven because of pride. Satan, it seems, was the angel who led the worship of God in heaven, that is, until he wanted all worship for himself. He wanted to be like “the Most High”. At that moment he was thrown out of heaven.

The Fall was as much about pride as it was about disobedience. Pride is the root cause of most sins, since it is pride that causes us to believe that we can live independently from God and thus do not need to surrender to His laws, commands or will. 

Pride takes us from our true position of being a dependent, human creation and transports us to the lofty position of being like and thinking like God. In reality, of course, all we have done is arrogantly made God in our image and made ourselves god in His place. We exalt ourselves instead of humbling ourselves.

Isaiah’s message is as relevant to us and our world as it was when it was first given.

As we read the preceding verses we notice that the message the Lord gave through Isaiah is just as apposite for us.

Our society continues to operate both in independence from and in opposition to God. We have forsaken the values and commandments of God and created our own morality, not realising that the mess we find ourselves in is a direct result of turning away from God’s righteousness and justice. Sadly, we just can’t see it, can we?

We rejected God’s standards and moral values that were based upon two commandments – Love God wholeheartedly and love one another unselfishly – and we replaced them with an increasing volume of laws and regulations that stand in direct conflict with God’s design and intention. And we call it progress, liberation and tolerance.

Consequently, we live in a world of locks, insurance, corruption, deceit, dependence, fear, jealousy, injustice, escalating crime and excessive taxation both local and national. And yet we still regard the Bible as archaic, legalistic and irrelevant.

Just because God doesn’t step in every time we rebel against Him and His ways, it doesn’t mean that He doesn’t see and that He is incapable of retribution. In a lot of ways, He doesn’t need to step in because we reap the natural consequences of what we sow anyway and we are sure reaping it now.

Being the High and Lofty One actually means that He is totally immune to our rebellious ways. We can abuse God, jeer at Him, mock Him and blaspheme Him as much as we like and it a lot of ways it has no affect on Him. No, it affects us. We are the ones who lose out. We are the ones who live in fear, discontent and shame – not the High And Lofty One.

As the Psalmist says in Psalm 2, “The One enthroned in Heaven laughs!”
As Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1: 20 “Where are the wise? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”

One of the problems with humanity is that we haven’t increased in wisdom. WE haven’t learnt anything from history. (Except that we refuse to learn anything from history. We may have more, so-called, facts and statistics but we still seem incapable of interpreting them wisely. We distort them, exaggerate them or manipulate them for our own purposes but the truth exposes the deceit.

God, the Creator of the Universe, is the High and Lofty One. He alone has true wisdom and insight. We would do well to listen to Him, follow His ways and put it all into daily practice.

Our plans, our priorities, our perspectives and our morals change with the most active or vocal pressure groups in society. In stead we should submit to the High and Lofty One, for like His Name, His ways and His truth are both eternal and perfect.
What does that name mean for us today? – 

There is a source of absolute truth. The Creator of the Universe, the High and Lofty One is the source of all wisdom and practical guidelines for our daily lives. We should listen to and follow Him.

Prayer 
Father, I thank You that I can turn to You the High and Lofty One who is eternal. I am so grateful that Your truth and righteousness are eternal and consequently as I follow You and Your ways,  I find peace, contentment, love, joy and fulfilment. Amen

Additional Readings
Isaiah 6: 1 – 13; Isaiah 52: 13 – 15; John 12: 20 – 36 
Questions
1) Why did God say that He is the high and lofty One?

2) How was Jesus lifted up? 

3) How will Jesus be lifted up?

26) Holy One – Holy, Holy, Holy 
Reading: Revelation 4: 1 – 11 
Sometimes we refer to God as the thrice holy God. The Bible says every name of God is an eternal Name, so we need to contemplate and ponder what this name means.

Many people seem to equate holiness with righteousness and yet there is a difference. Righteousness relates more to doing what is right, morally, ethically and socially; it suggests honesty, purity and integrity in character and action. Others equate holiness with sanctity; a life of piety, consecration and devotion.

Whilst both attributes reflect some of God’s character, and the character traits God wants to see in us, there is a profound aspect to the term holy that is not included in these descriptions and that facet is what has been referred to as God’s ‘otherness’ or His ‘separateness’. Both these adjectives relate to God’s uniqueness.

God is totally different from any other Being in Heaven or on earth. There is none to compare with Him. Whilst we talk about other gods, in comparison to the Creator of the Universe, Yahweh, there are no other gods. All other gods, as we call them, are merely the creations of human intellect or images made by humans and made into items of worship. Even God’s arch-rival and Anti-Christ, Satan is a created being.

It is vitally important that we understand this distinction. It is one of the reasons none of the other religions or cults is of any value. Christianity does not stand along-side other religions vying for credibility or as an equal; Christianity is unique. Christianity stands alone as a means of establishing a relationship with the Creator of the Universe, as our Heavenly Father. No other religion claims to do so.

People may try and establish some sort of religious experience or spiritual enlightenment through various creeds, mantras, self-examination, humility, or keep their options open by acknowledging every religion, god or supernatural trance but they will never find God that way. They will never find a fulfilling spiritual experience that way, since we were created for an intimate relationship with our Creator.

He has revealed how that relationship can be established and maintained and no amount of searching or trying our best will be an adequate alternative solution.

Why? Because God is holy. God is unlike my best intentions, He is unlike my vain imaginations and He is totally distinct from any other object or pattern of worship.

God is Holy, Holy, Holy. I believe that when the Bible describes God as Holy, Holy, Holy it infers Trinity. God, the Father is Holy; God, the Holy Spirit is Holy and God, The Word (The Son) is Holy. They are each unique, whilst also being One Being.

We may not understand the concept of the Trinity, but that doesn’t mean it doesn’t exist. And I have used the term The Word is Holy, as against The Son is Holy, not to suggest Jesus Christ is not God, or Holy but rather that Jesus Christ, The Word of God should be recognised as the Eternal and third Person of the Godhead, who, we need to understand was not created but eternally existent with the Father and the Spirit.

Consequently, whilst Jesus Christ was fully human, He was and is fully God, as the Scriptures declare Him to be. The Holy Spirit is also unique. He is unlike the spirit of this age, the occult spirits or the animist spirits. The Holy Spirit is all-powerful and beyond compare. He has the authority and power to exorcise every other spirit as He is Holy.

God, the Trinity, Father, Son and Holy Spirit is Holy, Holy, Holy. Total unique, totally separate and distinct. Nothing and no-one compares to Him.

What does that name mean for us today? – It means, that as Christians, we have nothing whatsoever to fear from any challenge from any direction that opposes our God. Our God is Holy. We don’t need to defend Him; He is big enough to look after Himself. All we need do is keep our eyes fixed on Him and our faith grounded on Him and Him alone.

Prayer 
Dear Father, it is such a joy and privilege to know that You are Holy, Holy, Holy. I want to join with the angels and worship You with those words today and every day. Thank You that because You are Holy, nothing can ever compare to You. Amen.

Additional Readings
Leviticus 19: 1 – 37; Isaiah 6: 1 – 7; 1 Peter 1: 13 – 21

Questions
1) What does the word ‘holy’ mean to you?

2) How do you see God as Holy?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

27) Saviour
Reading: Isaiah 43: 1 – 13 
We saw that God is Holy, Holy, Holy and that specifically meant that He is unique and separate from all others. Here we recognise that God is the Only Saviour.

Initially, and for most of the Old Testament this name refers to God being the Saviour out of my current situations. He is the immediate Saviour from the enemy, distress, disease, fear and death.

The Psalmist and others recognise, as God Himself declares, there is no other Saviour. There is no-one else to turn to. There is no-one else who can answer their desperate cries for help. When Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to prove whether their god was authentic and powerful, the result was a resounding declaration of Baal’s incompetence. Baal was unable to save his prophets, either by fire for the sacrifice or from their ensuing death.

It a world and society that ignores or mocks God, we need to remember that there is no other Saviour. We may be challenged by climate change and pollution, and whilst we can reduce unnecessary excesses, we are not this world’s saviour – there is only One and He is the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe – God.

I remember well from my childhood schooldays, how scientists warned us that the earth could not produce enough food for 2 billion people, and that the population of the world was rapidly increasing towards that figure. The ‘rulers of this world’ introduced and gave us abortion and contraception as a solution to this problem.

However, God our Saviour revealed that He could sustain far more people on this planet than we could have ever imagined.

God actually expects us to turn to Him as our Saviour. No, not as the genie of the lamp or some other benign figure, like Father Christmas, who will grant us our every selfish wish or egotistical dream, but the One who loves us and wants what is best for us and is able to deliver us from evil.

I suggest, God would be much happier answering the prayers of people like Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah (Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego), who were prepared to be burned to death rather than bow in worship to the image of the king, by protecting them in the fiery furnace, saving them from death and setting them free, than my regular requests for a car parking space.

The former is concerned with life threatening situations, the latter relates merely to my selfish convenience. Both are temporary situations, but are of significantly different importance. I’m always amazed at God’s graciousness to me when He nevertheless provides the car park spaces for us.

When we read the New Testament, we find the references to the Saviour suggest an even deeper significance. Yes, God is still the Saviour for the immediate, however, He is also revealed as the Eternal Saviour. I can be saved from, not only the temporary and immediate necessities of life, but also for my eternal destiny.

The Bible teaches us that we all ‘suffer’ from a sin problem. We are born with a selfish and rebellious nature that opposes God. The penalty and sentence due is death, not just physical death but separation from God – eternal spiritual death.

There is only One Saviour from that sentence, God. He is our only Saviour. God, came to earth in human form, known as Jesus Christ, and died to pay the penalty of our sin and rebellion and to become our Saviour. Yes, Jesus is our only Saviour. As Paul wrote, “There is one mediator between God and man, the Man, Christ Jesus.”
Salvation is not up to us. We would never be good enough. The spotless, Lamb of God is our only Saviour. And He is available to all. It just needs us to ask Him.

Just as every name of God is an eternal Name, so God is our eternal Saviour.

What does that name mean for us today? – We do not need to fear the present or the future because Christ has died to be our Saviour. He rose from the dead and lives for ever. He is with us every second of the day, by His Spirit, guaranteeing that He will take us to our eternal destiny in Heaven.

Prayer 
Father, thank You for being my Saviour. I acknowledge that there is no other Saviour.

You have saved me from Your Wrath and Hell and You are the Only Saviour of this world and creation. Thank You that Jesus paid the price for me and the whole world. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 88; Hosea 13: 1 – 6; Luke 2: 8 – 20 

Questions
1) What are we saved from?

2) Have you asked Jesus Christ to be your Saviour? How and when?

3) What difference has it made to your life?

28) Redeemer
Reading: Isaiah 43: 14 – 25 
There are three main pictures that are represented in the Bible by the term Redeemer. The first is where someone is in danger or bondage and someone else comes and sets them free. That process is called redemption. 

The second is where aid is given to a relative. There is an inherent close relationship between two people, from the same family or lineage. Added to which there is an implicit understanding that there is speed required to assist or rescue the person in difficulty.

The third relates to a ransom, where money is paid in substitution for a life. Under the law, each year every male Israelite had to give a shekel to the temple treasury as a symbolic ransom for their lives. It referred back to the time when the Israelites were rescued from Egypt and their lives saved.

The significant issues are that something or someone is in bondage or debt, they are unable to redeem themselves, payment of the ransom has to be made before redemption can take place and that the redemption must come from a close relative.

There is a beautiful picture in the book of Ruth, where Boaz redeems Naomi’s husband’s property. Elimelech had sold his property when he and his family left to go to Moab. Naomi was unable to redeem it herself, so Boaz had to pay the price required and the most significant part was that Boaz had to be a close relative. 

It appears there were two candidates. They were called the kinsman-redeemers. The first was a closer relative to Naomi, but he was unwilling to redeem the land as in doing so he would also acquire, Naomi’s daughter-in-law, the widow, Ruth. 

Boaz on the other hand was able to redeem Naomi’s family land, firstly, since he was a close kinsman, and secondly because he was willing to accept Ruth as his wife. Consequently, Boaz married Ruth and so through her, he became the great-grand-father of King David. Boaz’ one-time action had eternal consequences.

We find throughout the Scriptures, a constant notion that the people of Israel are God’s own people. They did not choose to be God’s people, rather God chose them to be His people. God chose Abraham and chose him to be the father of the people of God. God reconfirmed that covenant with Isaac and Jacob, who God later named Israel.

God re-established that covenant with Moses. God said that He had chosen the people of Israel to be His treasured possession, His people, the people of God. There was an inherent intimacy between God and them. 

However, as we research the history of the people of Israel we find that they were not as keen on their relationship with God as He was. Yes, when everything was going well they liked belonging to God, but when they saw the rest of the nations they really preferred to be just like them. That resulted in them getting in to innumerable struggles and strife, from which they panicked, and cried out to God for help. Time and time again God redeemed them from their enemies.

When we turn to the New Testament we find that God views us all in a similar way. God wants an intimate relationship with each of us, and yet we prefer independence and self-centredness. However, the result of those default positions invariably means we get into situations from which we cannot extricate ourselves.

It is then that God takes the initiative and comes to our rescue. He becomes our Redeemer, in the person of Jesus Christ. In order to be a kinsman-redeemer God had to come in human form, as Jesus. That gave Him the authority to redeem us.

We get ourselves into bondage and slavery, we are unable to redeem ourselves, so God came in human form as our Kinsman-Redeemer, and paid the price by dying on the cross to redeem us from the consequences of our sin.

Because Christ rose from the dead and is alive forever, God’s name, Kinsman-Redeemer is an eternal Name and Jesus’ sacrifice remains an eternal means of redemption.
What does that name mean for us today? – God has paid the price for our redemption, the forgiveness of our sin and selfishness, and consequently longs to live in an intimate relationship with us. He is our loving Heavenly Father.

Prayer 
Thank You so much Father for becoming my Kinsman-Redeemer through the death on the Cross of Jesus Christ my Lord. Thank You that You always want a close relationship with me. Please help me keep my side of the relationship intimate too. Amen.

Additional Readings
Hosea 13: 9 – 14; Psalm 103: 1 – 13; Ruth 4

Questions
1) Did you realise that your Redeemer has to be in a close relationship with you or it doesn’t work?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

29) Source of living water
Reading: Jeremiah 2: 1 – 19 
We will never be able to satisfy our spiritual needs with physical or temporal answers and yet that is exactly what we have tried to do throughout history. We have been made in the image of God with an eternal living soul and consequently, we will never be able to satisfy our inner spiritual hunger with anything other than a relationship with God, as our Heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ by the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

Every person living on this planet earth is looking for three basic needs to be met. 
We all need security, self-worth and significance. 
Security – we need to be unconditionally loved so no matter what we say or do, we can relax in knowing someone really cares for us and loves us despite our mistakes. 
Self-worth – we need to know that we have value and we are special – not some lump of slime that ‘eventually’ turned into a person. 
Significance – we need to know that our lives amount to something worthwhile – we are not just wasting our time on earth, there must be some point to it.

In order to gain or achieve these, we engage in all manner of activities and searches.  

We seek security in work, wealth, investments and friendships, only to find that riches are no more than an illusion.  They bring neither security nor lasting happiness.  No longer are jobs secure.  We live in a day of constant re-structuring and redundancy.  Even if we work until we retire, we have a short-lived retirement because our security was in the job and now that is gone, we have nothing to live for.  

We long for self-worth.  We seek to find that in others too, only to find that they are just as desperate as we are to find their own needs met through us. We both become increasingly selfish.  They need constant affirmation but the best we can give is temporary, and in the end, it seems terribly shallow and condescending.  Since that need is not adequately met, they become more and more demanding and in the end, we get turned off completely and even cease the ‘offerings’ that we were giving.  In their pain they turn to alcohol, drugs and sex for temporary respite, which ends in crippling addiction or suicide.  

For significance, we strive for status, power, achievement or the acquisition of more and more ‘things’.  The only problem is that as soon as the ‘thing’ is bought, it loses its lustre, and as soon as the ‘achievement’ is secured, it becomes worthless and any recognition is shallow and temporary and never satisfies.  That dissatisfaction leads to frustration and anger, and the drive for more eventually breeds insensitivity and turns us into workaholics.  

The Jews had the same problem.  They thought like we do – that independence would give them freedom.  They thought their ‘man-made cisterns’ would satisfy their needs but they were broken, leaking and therefore only temporarily satisfying.  

But there is an antidote.  Jesus Christ provides the “living water” that satisfies our deepest needs.  The three ‘S’s, as we call them, can be satisfied only through Him and Him alone.  He alone is the Way, the Truth and the Life.  He loves us unconditionally providing all the security we shall ever need.  

God accepts us as His children.  There can be no greater source of self-worth than knowing that the Creator God loves us so much He sent His Son to die for us – that’s how much He values us.  We are, you are a prince or princess of the King of kings.
What more significance could we need, than to know that we can live in and fulfil the destiny our Creator has planned for us?  
Give up your broken cisterns today, come back and drink freely from the only source of living water – Jesus Christ, the Lord – and find in Him unconditional love, unending joy, unshakable peace, true and lasting fulfilment, and total satisfaction.
God is the eternal source of living water.
What does that name mean for us today? – We will never be satisfied in life outside of a relationship with God. Being in a relationship with God brings satisfaction now and eternal life for evermore.

Prayer 
Father, thank You that I have found You are the source of Living water. I pray that all those reading this will find You as their source of living water, too. Amen.

Additional Readings
Ezekiel 47: 1 – 12; John 4: 7 – 15; John 7: 37 – 44 

Questions
1) What does living water signify?

2) What temporal things do we try and quench our spiritual thirst with?

3) How thirsty for Jesus are you?

30) Lover
Reading: Song of Solomon 5: 10 – 19 
When we read the book called the Song of Solomon, it is natural for us to wonder why it is included in the Scriptures. There are obvious sexual references that we may feel are out of place in the Bible. We may even feel embarrassed that the book is included and therefore avoid reading it or thinking about its contents or context.

Some Bibles even include headings which describe one set of verses as those spoken by the ‘Lover’. 

The term ‘lover’, over recent history, has received suspicious overtones. It has often been used out of place for a mistress, a prostitute or other inappropriate sexual partner. Additionally, it has attracted a description of illicit excitement. Consequently, the common understanding is that to have a ‘lover’ is far more exciting than having a spouse. By inference a spouse is boring and a ‘lover’ is stimulating.

Quite obviously, there is absolutely no connection between these descriptions and the subject before us today. As we consider the Song of Solomon, we see that it can relate to an intimate relationship between a man and a woman. They are, quite obviously, deeply and emotionally in love and express in some detail the extent of their love for each other.

However, there also appears to be a strong sense that we have here an allegory of something far more significant. If God is love, as we shall examine later, then surely He is a lover. God created human beings to have an intimate relationship with Himself. A relationship based upon unconditional love, acceptance and trust.

The term ‘lover’ suggests an initiator. In human relationships it is usually the man who initiates the relationships, whether it is a ‘hook’, as we say, or an invitation. It is the same with God. God is the great Initiator, not only in all creation, but particularly in relationships. By nature we are independent creatures and want to do our own thing and rarely consider God. So God has to initiate the contact. And God did that when He came to earth in the person of Jesus Christ. 

The term ‘lover’ also suggests passion. The love that God has for us is not a fleeting phase or an emotional rush of blood to the head. Our God is passionately in love with us. When our ‘Lover’, our God, says that He loves us so deeply that He would die for us, He means it. Yes, His love is as strong as death, and He proved it by going to the Cross at Calvary.

Our ‘Lover’, our God is infatuated with us. Our God loves everything about you and me. Of course, He doesn’t like the things we do that displease Him, hurt Him or miss-represent Him. Nevertheless, He loves us. He loves you. He made you and knew all about you before you were born. Nothing you do, say or think will take Him by surprise and yet He loves you just the same. 

There is nothing you can do that will make God love you more and there is nothing that you can do that will make Him love you less.

When God looks down from Heaven at you, there is a smile on His face, joy in His heart and His arms are open wide in an invitation and welcome for you to come into His presence. Yes, He is so besotted with us that He knows how many hairs there are on our heads. 

There is nothing more He can do to show His eternal love for us than what He has already done, by paying the price to set us free from the penalty of our sinfulness and to open up the way for an intimate relationship with Him that will last for all eternity.

Yes, God is the eternal Lover. He longs for you and me to respond to that love.
What does that name mean for us today? – God doesn’t just know all about us, He is actually obsessed with us. We are the focus of His attention and His love.  He is waiting for the culmination of His plans, when we will be with Him forever.

Prayer 
Father, I am overwhelmed when I consider You love me as a Lover. Yes, I know You love me and yet the concept that You desperately long for me to be with You for eternity to enjoy my company is mind-blowing. Please help me to respond appropriately to that awesome love. Amen.

Additional Readings
Isaiah 62: 1 – 5; Jeremiah 31: 1 – 4; Hosea 2: 14 – 3: 1 
Questions
1) How do you respond to the idea that God is your lover?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

31) Husband
Reading: Isaiah 54: 1 – 8
Marriage is a Biblical institution designed to be the basic and fundamental nucleus for human society. However, marriage is also multi-faceted.

God instituted marriage primarily for the reproduction of humanity. God invented sex and the natural attraction between a man and a woman. That attraction was first seen with Adam and Eve. Adam was lonely, so God caused him to sleep, removed one of his ribs and from that created Eve.

When Adam saw Eve he was immediately drawn to her and sexual union followed. From that union both Cain and Abel were born. It is impossible for two men or two women to create another human being through sexual intercourse, which is why marriage can only be between a man and a woman.

However, marriage was not designed just for the basic privilege of a sexual relationship. God designed marriage as the vehicle through which a new human being would enter the world. God wanted children to be nurtured and cared for in the best possible surroundings, within an environment where a husband and wife, their father and mother, lived together in a secure, mutually loving and God-honouring union.

In fact, marriage was designed not only for a sexual relationship, the best place for the birth and nurture of children, but also as a practical picture of a spiritual position, an intimate relationship with God.

Throughout Scripture we see a comparison between idolatry and adultery. Idolatry can be described as the worship of gods other than Yahweh, the Creator of the Universe and humanity. Those gods can be religious, like Baal, more material like carved articles of silver, wood or stone or even other demonic spirits. In fact it can be anything that distracts us from the wholehearted following of God.

That is why the first of the Ten Commandments reads, “You shall have no other gods before me.” Exodus 20: 3TNIV. Anything that gets between me and my unreserved devotion to God, through Jesus Christ, becomes an idol to me. Those things may not be evil in themselves, it depends on how much I allow them to control me, my time or if they diminish my relationship with God. Adultery occurs when a spouse allows another person to usurp the marriage relationship.

Marriage needs to be seen as the covenant it is, rather than a contract. Within a contract there are usually clauses that clarify the purpose, expectations and consequences of the contract, together with other clauses that outline the laws governing the contract and those steps that must take place if and when the contractual relationship ends and the reasons for them. In simple terms, if one of the parties doesn’t adhere to the terms of the contract, dissolution will take place.

Biblical marriage is not a contract it is a covenant.  A covenant is an unconditional promise. I promised to love and serve my wife, whether we became rich or poor, whether we lived in sickness or in health and until either of us dies. It is not conditional upon her loving me and serving me. It isn’t governed by my emotions good or bad, nor is it dependant upon her doing what I say, want or desire. I cannot back out of it because she doesn’t keep to her side of the bargain. It depends upon the integrity of my promise and character.

Since God created us to have a mutually loving relationship, He chose human marriage as a picture of that relationship. God describes Himself, as the Husband who covenants to love, protect, care and provide for us, His ‘wife’.

Indeed, He goes so far as to say that even though ‘we’ are unfaithful to Him, He will remain faithful to us. You see it is a covenant not a contract. It’s a covenant that doesn’t depend upon you and me, it relies entirely upon the integrity and character of the Eternal, Loving, Creator God.
What does that name mean for us today? – It means that God will never ever leave us or forsake us. His love is unconditional. Even when I fail Him, and if you are like me that will be often, He will remain faithful to me. It doesn’t depend on me and my actions, it all depends upon God’s promises and His unchanging, perfect character.

Prayer 
I thank You Father for being a God of the utmost integrity. Thank You for showing us what a husband should be like. Please help us understand the awesome covenant of marriage. Amen

Additional Readings
2 Corinthians 11: 1 – 6; Ephesians 5: 22 – 32; Revelation 21: 1 – 4
Questions
1) Why did God use the term ‘husband’ for his relationship with Israel?

2) How do you feel when you consider God or Jesus want to be treated like your ‘husband’?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

32) Friend
Reading: Exodus 33: 7 – 11 
The word ‘friend’ denotes a relationship. In fact, a close, if not, an intimate relationship. I think there can be a huge difference between me saying I know someone and the reality of whether they know me.

Social networks boast of friends and we can see people so often in the media that sub-consciously we think we know them and thus they must know us as well. When people ask me if I know someone I always try and make the distinction between whether I know of them, I know them or they know me. Each answer reflects a different level of knowledge and relationship.

We all know of famous people whether in the entertainment industry, sports arena, high profile business people or politicians. Then there is that circle of acquaintances we know and finally there are those who know us deeper than any of those levels.

However, friendship goes even deeper. I may know hundreds of people in my workplace, either as work-colleagues or customers and yet few would be classed as friends. I may know thousands of people in my church, but again few of them may be real friends.

The writer of the Book of Proverbs suggests “a friend loves at all times” and later says “there is a friend who sticks closer than a brother.” Most of us would agree with the definition that a good or true friend is someone who knows the worst about us and yet loves us just the same. Friendship is tested not so much through the easy times as through the tough times.

I wonder how many friends Moses had. Joshua was a long standing colleague who had been through amazing experiences with Moses and there appears to have been a friendship there. Aaron and Miriam were probably close, being relatives and were probably friends too, irrespective of their jealousy and Aaron’s debacle over the golden calf rebellion. Jethro, his father-in-law was sufficiently close for Moses to accept his advice, but it seems to me that there were few others. Leadership can be very lonely at times.

However, there was Someone else who was his Friend. Indeed God calls Himself, Moses’ Friend. Moses would converse with God as a person converses with their friend. How close a relationship was that? As we read the Pentateuch we get a glimpse into the sort of relationship Moses had with God, and I would suggest it was a whole lot closer than mine. Moses moved in from the informational level right into the most intimate of expressing his thoughts concerns and desires. 

Like Abraham, Moses got so close to God that he debated issues with God and gave God the benefit of his advice. Reading some of his comments you could be forgiven for thinking Moses told God off. 

Moses’ relationship with God was outstanding and quite unique, particularly when we consider, at the time, God was held in absolute awe and recognised as Someone you didn’t mess or trifle with and live.

I find it fascinating that when Jesus compared the religious leaders reaction to John the Baptiser’s ministry and their reaction to His own, He said, “John came neither eating bread or drinking wine and you say ‘He has a demon’. The Son of Man came eating and drinking and you say, ‘Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.” And that is exactly what Jesus was – a friend to tax collectors, prostitutes, adulterers and the demon-possessed.

What an awesome thought. The Holy and Righteous God wants to be your Friend and mine. Have you ever considered the depth of God’s mercy and grace that makes it possible? Here we are in a hopeless mess, without help and destined to self-destruct when God comes along and says, “I want to be your Friend”.
As Joseph Scriven wrote –

What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear

What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer

What does that name mean for us today? – 

God is closer than a brother and He is just a prayer away. He cares for you and longs to have a close friendship with you.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for taking the initiative to be My Friend. Please be my Friend today. Thank You for knowing the worst about me and yet loving me just the same. Thank You in Jesus Name. Amen.

Additional Readings
Proverbs 18: 24;; Song of Songs 5: 10 – 16; Matthew 11: 1 – 19 
John 15: 5 – 17     
Questions
1) Is Jesus your Friend?

2) Has God revealed Himself as a Friend to you? How and when?

3) Are you a friend to Jesus?

33) Guide
Reading: Psalm 48
What a wonderful declaration by the sons of Korah, the doorkeepers of the Tabernacle – “For this God is our God for ever and ever; He will be our guide even until the end.” 

Korah was the grandson of Kohath. The Kohathite clans were the Levites God appointed to look after the “most holy things”. They were the ones who would carry the Ark of the Covenant and all the items placed in the Most Holy Place. 

Consequently, they knew what it was to live a nomadic lifestyle. They camped to the south side of the Tabernacle. When the Pillar of Cloud moved, they would carry the Ark and the other items following the tribe of Gad until they reached the next destination.

They would have had an acute sense of the guiding hand of God. The Tribes of Israel moved when the Cloud of God’s Presence moved and stayed when the Cloud remained in its position. There was no fixed time for staying or for travel, so the leaders had to discern what the Cloud would do next.

God was their ever present guide throughout their wilderness journey of forty years. God guided them to fresh pasture and to springs of water. All the people had to do was to follow.

It is a great testimony to the Kohathites dedication that their descendants recognised God’s hand of guidance throughout their generations. It is also a great testimony to the faithfulness and sound guidance that God gave them.

It should come as no surprise that God wanted to guide His people and that the guidance He gave would be good. After all, God created us in order to have an intimate relationship with us and being a good God, and knowing all about us before we are born, it makes perfect sense that He would show us what is best for our lives.

Some people baulk or are scared at the concept that God has a plan for their lives. However, as we have just seen, God created us and knows all about us so why wouldn’t His plan be good for us. Indeed, it is the best plan since He knows how we are ‘wired’, he knows what gifts and talents He has given us and how best to use the experiences of life that we go through.

I have found that God’s plans for me are the best I could ever dream of. Having been a follower of Jesus for over fifty years I can witness to the fact that my life has been incredibly fulfilling, extremely exhilarating at times and a unique privilege. Yes, there have been hard times, times of disappointment, heartbreak and fear along with other times when I have just not understood the way or purpose of God in the circumstances I’ve faced. Nevertheless, I wouldn’t trade a thing because through it all I have learned to trust Him more. I have witnessed incredible miracles, seen God change people’s lives dramatically for the better and also experienced His supernatural guidance.

Jesus told His disciples that once He had ascended into Heaven, He would send the Holy Spirit to them and that the Holy Spirit would lead them into all truth. The Holy Spirit is with us today and He longs to guide us each step of our journey on earth. Yes, God has given us common sense so we do not need bother the Holy Spirit about what to eat, drink and wear, however, we still need His guidance and wisdom for each day.

God is our greatest guide and He wants us to consult Him so that our lives reach our God-given potential and destiny. All it takes is for us to humble ourselves, seek His will and follow through on it.

What does that name mean for us today? – We don’t need to live a fruitless life. We don’t need to stay in a rut. God is interested in each of us and has a divine plan for us that is thrilling and fulfilling. It would be very sad if we missed it.

Prayer 
Thank You Father for the plans you have for my life. Please help me hear the prompting of Your Holy Spirit so I can follow Your will for my life each day. Amen 

Additional Readings
Exodus 15: 1 – 13; Psalm 32; John 16: 7 – 15 
Questions
1) What do you think God’s plan is for your life?

2) Have you ever sensed God giving you specific guidance? What was it and what was the outcome?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

34) Alpha and Omega; The Beginning and the End
Reading: Revelation 1: 12 – 18 
The writer of Ecclesiastes concludes his treatise with, “Of making many books there is no end, and much study wearies the body. Now all has been heard: here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the duty of every human being. For God will bring every deed into judgement, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or bad.” (TNIV)

God is the great Initiator, as we see from the Book of Genesis; He is the great Finisher, the great Completer as we see from John’s Gospel, where Jesus shouts from the cross in awesome triumph, “It is finished!” and the great Re-creator as we see from Christ’s bodily resurrection from the grave and John’s Revelation where the doom-shattering cry from the Throne is, “I am making everything new.”
John’s revelation seems totally unique. He was imprisoned, humiliated, isolated from family, friends and supporters and marooned to all intents and purposes on a tiny Greek island just off the coast of modern day Turkey, awaiting probable death.

Into that scene of frustration, loneliness and apprehension God appeared. Similar to Isaiah, at a time of possibly John’s lowest ebb, God intervened and revealed some of His glory. Isaiah was overwhelmed by God’s holiness; John was taken on a journey of earth shattering dimensions and significance.

John’s revelation came out of a time of worship. “He was in the spirit on the Lord’s day”. He heard a loud voice as piercing as a trumpet blast and when he turned around to see who was speaking to him what he saw was almost beyond description.

Yes, he saw standing there someone who looked like a human being and yet far more like the Son of Man, whom John had seen transfigured upon the mountain, on that unforgettable day.

Someone like the Ancient of Days that Daniel saw, Someone like the Lord Almighty that Isaiah saw, mixed with the picture of the Commander of the Lord’s vast armies that Joshua saw prior to the commencement of the Military Campaign for Jericho.

A clarifying vision of ultimate Authority, invincible power and eternal and everlasting existence. No wonder John fell down on his knees, as if dead, when He saw Jesus like that.

Neither Rome, nor any other human super-power can compare with the God of the Universe, they pale into finite insignificance in comparison. God has always been (existed), God is (whether people acknowledge the fact or not) and God always will be. Earthly kingdoms, earthly governments come and go – Our God does not change. His power does not diminish, His authority does not wane and His plans and purposes will always finally succeed and be accomplished. He doesn’t need our approval or help. He is still the Great, I AM.

Jesus said to John, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. I am the Living One; I was dead, and now look, I am alive for ever and ever! And I hold the keys of death and Hades.”
Please let those fear defeating, circumstances correcting, bereavement shattering, hopelessness dispelling words sink deep into your heart and mind today, because Jesus wants you to know that just as they were true and real for John, back there on Patmos, they are equally true and real for you today. No matter what challenges you face personally, or we face together in our Christian minority society, God is still the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the End. Jesus is and always will have the final word!

What does that name mean for us today? – The fact that this title is attributed to both God the Father and to Jesus Christ, the Son, provides irrefutable evidence of Jesus’ complete deity. Jesus is the final word; the final and complete expression of God. Jesus is the truth and all He said is true. He is still the only Saviour of humanity, and the only answer to our needs and the needs of this world that He created and sustains by His power and authority.  

Prayer 
Father, thank You that Your names are eternal names. Thank You for being the Alpha and Omega for eternity. Please help me to remember that You are an unchanging God, my Saviour and the only Saviour for this world for both now and eternity. Amen.

Additional Readings
Hebrews 1: 1 – 13; Revelation 21: 1 – 8; Revelation 22: 12 – 21
Questions
1) What does the Name Alpha and Omega mean to you?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name for you today?

35) Refuge
Reading: Psalm 46
“God is our refuge”, wrote the psalmist and so did Moses as he blessed the tribe of Asher. And every name of God is also an eternal Name. As I read the references again just now, prior to writing this devotional, my spirit was stirred by the Holy Spirit. I sensed, immediately, a thrill in my soul, a release of tension and a warm cloak of love. Indeed, I also felt a tear welling up in my eye. What a phenomenal privilege it is to know God as my refuge!

Moses knew what it was to be under severe pressure. The pressures associated with being an alien in a foreign land, the leader of an ungrateful, critical and grumbling mass of humanity and the person humanly responsible for leading that multitude through a barren desert and into the Promised Land.

He had also experienced the adoption as a child by Pharaoh’s daughter, the anger and frustration at seeing the mistreatment of his people and whanau, the guilt associated with having been exposed as a murderer and the loneliness of a fugitive in exile. (No wonder we find God establishing the Cities of Refuge in the Promised Land.)

Through all of life’s experiences, however, Moses recognised something of tremendous importance and that was the fact that his God, Yahweh, had protected him, rescued him and provided for him, often miraculously.

When his entire ‘world’ seemed to be crashing down upon him, when the people he was sent to lead rebelled against him and when even his closest family, Aaron and Miriam turned against him, Moses found God was his refuge. And what a refuge!

God, the Great I AM, who revealed Himself to Moses at the burning bush, ‘that didn’t burn’, proved time and time again to Moses that He was totally faithful to His servant and fully able to perform and complete His plan and promises.

The word refuge conjures up so many different pictures. A place of safety, where we can go when we are under attack, maybe a place where we are hidden from the enemy. It also suggests a place of protection. We may not be hidden but God puts His hand over us to protect us from the enemy’s actions. It’s a place of shelter from the physical storms, as well as the mental, psychological and emotional storms of life and relationships.

I love the concept of a sanctuary, since to me it speaks of peace, relaxation, refreshment and above all spiritual input and nourishment. That intimate place where we can meet with God and feel His mercy, love, forgiveness, grace, acceptance, approval and blessing. 

The place where the perspective of my circumstances changes, where I begin to see things as God sees them, and I begin to sense what God thinks of me rather than what I, or other people, may think of me. A place where fear is replaced by joy and thanksgiving. A place where my vision and ambitions are re-focused and re-aligned in tune with God’s plans for my life.

The psalmist sees God as a ‘refuge’ even if the entire natural order dissolves into chaos. Earthquakes, volcanic eruptions, tsunamis, tornados, hurricanes will never shake our “Refuge”. Wars, fights and battles may rage as nations clash with nations, however, our “Refuge” is not only able to protect us, He is able to bring those wars to an end.

How many instances have we seen, even in our life-time, where inexplicably wars have ceased, iron curtains broken down and peace restored. Never forget that Jesus is our ‘refuge’ from the wrath of God. God still reigns supreme and He will guide us safely to His haven of rest – His disciples’ final Refuge. 

However, the wonderful thing is that we can know His Presence (the reality of His ‘Refuge’) right now and every moment of every day of our lives, if we surrender our life to Him. It is not just a promise for the future – it is also for here and now.

What does that name mean for us today? –  No matter what we may face as an individual; challenges from wars, spiritual attacks, anti-Christian attitudes or laws, poverty, redundancy, natural disasters like earthquakes, health issues, bereavement or broken relationships – we have a ‘refuge’ – “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.”
Prayer 
Father, thank You so much that I never have to face any situation alone, and that You are my immediate and eternal “Refuge”. Amen.

Additional Readings
Deuteronomy 33: 24 – 29; Psalm 91; Hebrews 6: 13 – 20 
Questions
1) What aspect of the word ‘refuge’ do you like the most and why??

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

36) Shield and Great Reward
Reading: Genesis 15: 1 – 21 
How awesome was that? Abram, a human being, who had just had to rescue his nephew Lot, his family and the people of Sodom and Gomorrah from their enemies, received a direct message from God, “Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield and your very great reward.” The Great I AM had spoken and given a personal message and promise to Abram.

After rescuing Lot, we read that Abram was met by Melchizedek, king of Salem. Melchizedek was the priest of God, I AM. Having blessed Abram, we find Abram presented Melchizedek with a tenth of all the plunder he recovered. 

In gratitude for his deliverance, the king of Sodom offered Abram all the rest of the plunder, however Abram replied that he would take nothing from him, since Abram never wanted the king to be able to say that he had made Abram rich.

It was following this encounter that God gave Abram that amazing promise.

We see from this incident that not only was Abram a brave and courageous man, but also a man of integrity and generosity. He must have recognised that God had granted him the victory over his enemies, so in gratitude, he gave the first fruits, the tenth or tithe, to the high priest, as God’s representative. 

Please note that Abram gave the tenth to Melchizedek prior to time Jacob made his promise to God in anticipation of receiving God’s blessing and prior to the tenth or tithe proscribed under the law of Moses. Abram’s gift was given not out of duty but in response to love flowing from a grateful and worshipful heart attitude.

Abram found that he could not out-give God. God would always give Abram more than Abram would give God in return. Abram began to recognise that everything he had or received came directly from the hand and provision of God.

Abram had given a tenth to Melchizedek, God followed up by promising to be Abram’s “very great reward”. What would that reward be? A miracle child born to Abram and Sarai. Furthermore, Abram’s ‘children’ would be as numerous as the stars in the sky. What a reward. And yet that was only the start – in one way the next reward was even greater. The Bible says that Abram believed God and as a result “(God) credited it to him as righteousness.”  The final reward was to be physical territory.

No human being is righteous before a holy God, and yet Abram was “credited with righteousness” by faith. Through believing what God had said. Here we have the seed of a spirit-filled life. Christianity is not a religion or comprise a set of rules and regulations that have to be followed, primarily, it is a relationship with God established through faith. In simple terms, by faith, we believe in God the Creator, the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, who died in our place as our Saviour, and that we obtain eternal life through the Spirit of God living within us. In response to that, God credits to us righteousness.

We also need to notice that God did not tell Abram that He would be Abram’s sword. God said He was Abram’s shield. He would protect Abram in a hostile world and additionally, God would be his very great reward.
Jesus said that God rewards those who pray in secret. God will reward those who seek God with earnestness and in humility, rather than seeking the praise of others.

What does that name mean for us today? –In Ephesians, Paul talks about the “shield of faith”. In Matthew, Jesus talks about the rewards for prayer. Consequently, because God’s promise to Abram is given to us through Christ, we can expect that when we pray, God will not only hear us but also answer our prayer through protecting us and rewarding us according to our faith.

We don’t fight flesh and blood; we stand (by faith) and see the victory of the Lord.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for giving Abram that awesome promise - Your eternal Name - that is equally true for us. Thank You for being our Shield and very great Reward. Please help me to live in the realisation of that promise in my life every day. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 28; Proverbs 30: 1 – 9; Ephesians 6: 10 – 18 
Questions
1) Why do you think God said He was Abram’s shield rather than His sword?

2) Do you think God has ever rewarded you for your faith? If so, in what way? (Or do you think God’s rewards are only available to us when we get to Heaven?)

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

37) Judge of all the earth
Reading: Genesis 18: 16 – 33
“Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
What a wonderful question! Even as I write this I have a sense of joy, excitement and peace permeating my body. But who asked the question and what was the context?

Abraham asked the question. Abraham had just received a visit from three men. They had come to tell Abraham and Sarah that Sarah would have a son within the next twelve months. Sarah couldn’t believe her ears and laughed at the thought, since she was well passed normal child-bearing age and feeling her advanced age, too.

The Lord chided her for her reaction and then asked one of the most despair-shattering rhetorical questions ever asked, “Is anything too hard for the Lord?” The only realistic response can be “Of course, not!” Consequently, into Abraham’s and Sarah’s hopeless state of barrenness and heartache, God speaks hope and the assurance of a promised miracle, their own baby son.

After repeating the promise, the men got up to leave and the Lord decided to share with Abraham what His immediate plans were. God was going down to Sodom and Gomorrah to confirm the level of wickedness of the people living there. God said that He would discuss it with Abraham in view of Abraham’s future. God had chosen to bless Abraham so that in turn Abraham would be a blessing to the nations. God also wanted Abraham to learn about righteousness and justice from God directly.

So God disclosed to Abraham what He had planned, the destruction of both cities. Abraham was shocked, particularly as he knew his nephew, Lot and his family lived very close by. In utter desperation Abraham asked God if He would destroy righteous people with the wicked. Abraham speculated that maybe there were fifty righteous people living in the city and asked if God would destroy them with the rest of the wicked people. Abraham couldn’t conceive God doing such a thing.

He pressed God and said, “Far be it from You to do such a thing – to kill the righteous and the wicked alike. Far be it from You! Will not the Judge of all the earth do right?”
We remember God's response. He would spare the whole city if fifty righteous people could be found. Abraham had second thoughts and reduced the number by five. In fact he kept reducing the number until he reached ten. Each time God said that He would not destroy the city for that number of righteous people.

Sadly, the men kept walking towards Sodom and Gomorrah and history records that the cities were destroyed. However, not before Lot, his wife and daughters were dragged away. Even after that demonstration of God’s mercy, Lot’s wife rebelliously looked back towards the city and was turned into a pillar of salt.

Yes, God is the Judge of all the earth and yes, God will do right. God has demonstrated both and they are recorded for us in history. As God said, He showed Abraham what a righteous Judge does. He showed Abraham how He wanted Abraham to live.

What did God show Abraham?


1) God is the Judge of all the earth. There is an ultimate Authority and He is God.

2) God’s judgements are righteous. He did not destroy the righteous with the wicked.


3) God will destroy wickedness.

4) God is merciful. He told Lot and his family to leave but when they hesitated, God dragged them out in order to save them.

5) God doesn’t override our free will. Lot’s wife was allowed to look back, but suffered the consequences. Lot’s daughters were allowed to commit incest.

6) Righteous living pleases God.

Has God the right to judge us? Yes, He made us, created us and has our best interests at heart. He has an awesome plan for each of us to fulfil. It’s up to us to follow that plan.

We must never confuse mercy and grace with impotence. We are not God – He is. God has earned the right to judge through Jesus Christ dying on the Cross to pay the penalty for our sin and rebellion. However, we still have to appropriate it for ourselves.
What does that name mean for us today? – We are accountable for how we live our lives and we what we do and say will be judged. We should therefore be very careful how we live.

Prayer 
Thank You, Father, for being a righteous Judge. Thank You, that we can fully trust You to make righteous judgements about everyone who has ever lived. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 2; Matthew 12: 30 – 37; 1 Corinthians 3: 10 – 15 
Questions
1) What is your reaction to the idea that God is our Judge?

2) Do you think God judges people in different ways, if so what is the difference?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

38) Great High Priest
Reading: Hebrews 4: 14 – 5: 10
How can God be both God and our High Priest at one and the same time? 

Surely, by definition, God demands our worship because He is worthy of that worship. However, we all recognise that we are not perfect and in order to present our worship we first need to make a sacrifice for our sins. Our sins need to be atoned for. We cannot stand clean before a Holy and Righteous God, just as we are. Something has to be done to restore our broken relationship. Some offering, some sacrifice, some mediation has to occur before we can be forgiven.

Most people acknowledge the problem and therefore seek all sorts of ways to reach a suitable answer. Regrettably, most of our attempts at the answer are temporary and unsatisfactory. People from the many cultures around the world offer food, money or other items to their idols or evil spirits in an act of appeasement. Some even offer the blood of animals and in some cases even the blood of humans, in the hope of relieving suffering, sickness, oppression or death.

Sadly, none of these seems to be adequate, either in the short term or more particularly in the long term. There is never any conviction or confirmation that the offering has been accepted or successful. Usually guilt, insecurity and fear remain. Consequently, offerings and sacrifices have to be made frequently and regularly in order for any semblance of normality, let alone peace, to be experienced.

Whilst modern members of the tourism industry may relish and increasingly promote these cultural experiences as a great means of generating a profit and for titillating the base instincts and intrigue within our psyche, they will leave the traveller, explorer and thrill seeker with a feeling of empty mysticism and of a cold spiritual reality.

The common thread is however, a need to reconcile relationships, pay the penalty for wrong doing and the desire to appease the infinite spiritual presence. As Christians, we recognise the ultimate Spiritual Authority as God – the Creator of the World and every thing existing in it, living or lifeless.

Christians recognise the fact that they are sinful and need forgiveness. Nevertheless, they are totally incapable of doing anything to change that position. God being righteous and just requires a perfect sacrifice. Whilst a spotless animal was acceptable in the past, we realise that it was an inadequate symbol and only pointed forward to the supreme Sacrifice – the spotless Lamb of God, Jesus Christ, who walked on this earth, lived and died as our Supreme and final sacrifice. No other sacrifice is required. Forgiveness is available to all and flows through the shed Blood of Christ on the Cross of Calvary. So God, in Christ became the Sacrifice, the once-and-for-all-time sacrifice for sin.

But wait, there’s more! Sacrifices are usually presented by priests. It has been that way for millennia and throughout the world. The High Priest presented the most efficacious sacrifice. In Christ Jesus, we find both the Sacrifice and the High Priest. Christ offered up His own Blood to God; the High Priest offered up His own Sacrificial blood on our behalf and God, the Father accepted it as ‘payment in full.’

Yet there is more! Because Christ rose from the dead He lives for ever. The High Priest constantly intercedes on our behalf. The High Priest, Jesus constantly lives in God’s presence. Jesus constantly, remembers us and intercedes for us to His Father. Furthermore, because Jesus Christ’s Sacrifice was spotless and all-embracing, He has sat down – His atoning work completed. This is what Jesus was alluding to when He shouted triumphantly from the Cross, “It is finished!”

I can know now that I am forgiven and clean and thus able to approach God’s throne, not through any merit of my own but through the Blood of Jesus Christ shed for me. I no longer live in guilt, fear, or insecurity – I am free to live in peace and joy with the assurance that one day I will live with my Jesus and Heavenly Father for ever.
What does that name mean for us today? – As Christians, we can know that we are forgiven and able to enjoy a vibrant, exciting and fruitful relationship with God as Father, and nothing will be able to destroy that eternal relationship.

Prayer 
Thank You, Jesus for being both my High Priest and my Saviour – the ultimate Sacrifice for my sins. Please help me understand more and more what Your High Priestly role is for today. Amen. 

Additional Readings
Genesis 14: 17 – 24; Psalm 110; Hebrews 7: 1 – 27
Questions
1) What does a high priest do?

2) Why was there no chair for the high priest in the temple?

3) How does Jesus fulfil the name, The Great High Priest today?

39) God is Light
Reading: Genesis 1: 1 – 19
God has always existed and so has light. Light is that God-quality that affects everything. Without light darkness prevails, however, light always dispels darkness.

At the beginning of the creation record, we read God said, “Let there be light.” However, we are not to infer that prior to that time there was no light. God lives in light and God is light. The creation record relates to our universe, which did not exist prior to the thought of God.

The Bible reveals that God, the Trinity; Father, Word and Spirit are eternally existent. The first word was “Light!” Consequently, light shone. Please note however, that this ‘light’ shone prior to the creation of the sun, moon and stars - that took place 3 days later.

What does light suggest to us? Power, truth, purity, security and wisdom. All attributes of the Divine.

Power – there is no greater power than the power of God. Creating, sustaining and maintaining the Universe. How is it that grass can force its way up through concrete and other seemingly impregnable man-made surfaces? How does the sun create life in vegetation? No human being can contain the sea, or the force of earthquakes, volcanoes or tsunamis. Yet God has set invisible boundaries on the sea that enable us to live in security and peace. We all have to be careful not to get sun-burnt. We have also become aware of the awesome power of concentrated light, in the form of lasers.

Truth – Light reveals the truth. We can stumble in the darkness, not knowing or being able to see the reality, but as soon as an adequate light is shone on our surroundings we can move around in confidence and safely reach our destination.

Purity – Light reveals dirt. How often can we look at our windows and think they are clean and yet as soon as the sun shines upon them we frown at the terribly dirty state revealed. If we want to know if an object is clean we hold it up to the light. Consider how the light of the sun purifies our world?

Security – Light exposes danger and thus helps provide security. Houses have security lights, prison compounds have floodlights. When the lights are turned on we feel safer even during times of darkness. We also turn our car headlights on in times of reduced light as a form of defensive driving. We are safer as we can be seen.

Wisdom – When we seek answers, when we look for solutions, when we grapple with the big questions of life we long for wisdom. Often we say, “suddenly it (the light) dawned on me” or “I finally saw the light”.  What relief, joy and peace follows!

My way is often difficult to understand and I don’t know what the future holds. I move around in seeming darkness. However, God is my Light. He holds my future and so I rest content. I look to His Light for wisdom and guidance, for security and truth, for discernment between good and bad, blessing and impurity.

I know that my God is all-powerful, all-knowing and always present and I need not fear the past, the present or the future for because His is Light, He knows the truth and the way ahead. He knows my beginning and my ending.

When Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world”, He was claiming Deity. He was claiming to be God, not a god, not just a rabbi or guru, he was making a definite and clear declaration that he is God. If we want to know the Truth we need to go to directly and solely to Him.

What does that name mean for us today? – 

Christians are the most blessed people on earth. We don’t worship an impotent block of stone, an ugly ogre figure or follow a book of rules. No, we follow, worship and serve a living God of light – who is Powerful, True and Honest, Wholesome, Pure and Loving and the Fountain of all wisdom. We should also be the most grateful people on earth.

Prayer 
Father, I am so glad that You are Light and in You there is no darkness. Indeed, darkness and light are the same to You and so I can rest in peace and tranquillity regardless of what happens on earth around me. I pray that everyone reading this may come into the same relationship with You through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

Additional Readings
Psalm 27: 1 – 14; Isaiah 49: 1 – 9; 1 John 1: 1 – 10 
Questions
1) What are the eternal qualities of light?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

40) God is Love
Reading: 1 John 4: 7 – 21 
Every name of God is an eternal Name and the eternal nature of God is love. 

It never ceases to amaze me how so many people speak as if God only became love in Jesus Christ. They talk as if the God of the Old Testament is a different God from the God of the New Testament, as if God got converted at Calvary. Or if you prefer, they understand the God of the Old Testament as a God of wrath, judgment and execution whereas, Jesus Christ is the God of mercy and forgiveness. 

However, nothing could be further from the Truth found throughout the Scriptures. Come with me back to the very beginning, the account of creation. There we find God creating a world in order to expand His influence. Each day ends with the progress report that God saw that the results were good. Such results can only flow from a God of love. 

God wanted to share His blessings and dominion with humanity. He bestowed upon us immense power and authority. He provided a perfect environment in which we could prosper, multiply and become increasingly fruitful. Out of His love He made us like Himself. He only put limits in place for our protection. Yes, creation proved God is love.

Through His love, God chose Abraham, He chose Jacob and He chose Moses. God chose David and Solomon. God also chose Sarah, Leah, Ruth and Rahab. None of the people God chose were special in their own right. None was perfect. As we consider God’s chosen people, the People of Israel we find that they did nothing to merit God’s love, protection or special favor. All these things flowed from God’s unconditional love. Even today we see the effects of God’s love for His people Israel.

Even if we consider the seemingly harsh judgments at the time of The Fall, the Flood, Sodom and Gomorrah, the Passover and the destruction of Jericho and the Canaanite kings, in each and every situation we find they are preceded by God’s acts of mercy and grace. God’s judgment was never meted out arbitrarily or without due warning. There was always a way of escape. However, God never violates our freewill and once we have determined our actions God honors our choices but will not change the consequences. 

In reality, God sends no-one to Hell, nor determines they shall endure God’s wrath. Yes, judgment has been made and the sentence has been passed, however, God has made a way of escape available to all through the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Nevertheless, that way of escape has to be chosen by each one of us. If we choose to ignore it and finally refuse to accept it, all God will do is honor our decision and the consequences of that decision will fall upon us. It’s not God’s choice, it is ours. We cannot blame God for our own wrong choice.
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Only a God of love would initiate the Plan of Salvation. God chose to pay the penalty for our sins, Himself, even while we didn’t have two thoughts about Him. As Paul wrote, “God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” And again “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ.”

God is Jesus and Jesus is God. The Plan was drafted by Father, Son and Holy Spirit before the world was created. It wasn’t forced upon Jesus once He was incarnated. It was Christ’s love for us that kept Jesus on the Cross and it was the Father’s love for us that stopped Him sending the legions of angels to rescue Jesus and consigning us eternally to Satan’s kingdom and Hell.

Yes, Jesus is God and He is the final Judge. Those who have rejected Him, will be allowed to live without Him for eternity. Not a pleasant prospect. Indeed, one to be avoided at all costs as it will be horrendous in the extreme. The choice is ours.
What does that name mean for us today? – God is not willing that any should perish – because His is love. However, the choice is up to us.

Prayer 
Father, I am so grateful that You are Love. Thank You for allowing me to experience Your goodness and Your love every day of my life and for knowing that  I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 103; Jeremiah 31: 1 – 3 & 31 – 34; Romans 5: 6 – 10
Questions
1) Why do you think people relate judgment to God the Father and love and mercy to Jesus?

2) Has God revealed Himself as the God of love to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

41) Bread of Life
Reading: Exodus 16: 1 – 35 
God is the initiator and sustainer of all life. In the beginning God created the world and eventually created humanity. However, He didn’t stop there. He enabled us to procreate, the greatest privilege we could ever be granted, outside of an intimate relationship with God, as our Heavenly Father.

Every human being, every beating human heart longs for unconditional love. For someone to accept them and love them for who they are regardless of their mistakes, failures and imperfections. And yet we seem to seek for that in vain. Whoever we focus on in the hope they will satisfy that need ultimately fails to deliver and we find that this kind of love is only available to us from God.

Most of us feel inadequate. This is exacerbated by the world’s system and values. None of us is rich enough, clever enough, beautiful or handsome enough. None of us is confident we know all the answers to life’s problems and consequently, in the solitude of our bedrooms we cry out for someone to value us just for who we are. But this world is not designed to do that. Only God can answer that need for self-worth. God looks at each one of us, not only totally unique but also of the highest value. How do we know – He sent Jesus to die for us – that’s how valuable God thinks we are.

Furthermore, we all long to know that our life amounts to something. None of us can remain at the top of our game, our business or our popularity for ever. The acquisition of things, toys, cars, boats, batches or bundles of cash never satisfies long term. As we look back over our lives many feel a sense of regret as there is nothing of lasting value to see. That’s why many people on reaching thirty-five years of age and more want to change jobs. They want to change from having a life of striving for more money to a life of significance. But what does that look like? We all have a different take on it and for many it’s just too late anyway. Only God can give us true perspective and when we fulfil the role He has planned for us there is no greater sense of significance and no sense of regret.

God gave the Hebrews ‘Manna’ on their dessert journey for a variety of reasons – not just to satisfy their physical and bodily hunger. It was a sign of God’s supernatural provision for them. God wanted them to realise that God would care for them every day and to not worry about the future because He had it all under control. However, God also wanted the people to understand that an obedient relationship with Him was far more important than food on the table. God would provide the Bread of spiritual life as well as physical life. Physical life is temporary, Spiritual life is eternal.

Jesus pointed out to the religious leaders of His day, that although they honoured Moses for providing the “Manna” in the dessert, it wasn’t Moses who provided that food, it was God. It was Jesus. 

Jesus further claimed that He is “the Bread of Life”. Jesus is both the provider of our physical life but more importantly He is the source of eternal spiritual life. Only Jesus can satisfy our longing for security, self-worth and significance. Only a relationship with God, through Jesus Christ, will provide us with a real sense of fulfilment and lasting value.

Our lives are bereft without Jesus. He alone brings joy and satisfaction to our daily existence and only Jesus provides us with a sure hope for the future. Only through serving Christ with our whole lives, can we face death knowing that we have fulfilled our true calling and completed the work we were born to achieve.

What does that name mean for us today? – God is the complete answer to our deepest and spiritual needs. We will never feel fulfilled seeking those answers anywhere else – they only eventually leave us feeling more empty and helpless than when we started.

Prayer 
Father I thank You for being the source of all life. I thank You, too that we can find total satisfaction in a relationship with You. You meet all my needs and You satisfy my hunger for reality, security and truth. Thank You for being the Bread of Life to me. Amen.

Additional Readings
Nehemiah 9: 1 – 21; Matthew 4: 1 – 4; John 6: 30 – 58

Questions
1) What is the significance of bread in our daily lives?

2) Has God revealed Himself as the Bread of Life to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

42) The Gardener
Reading: John 15: 1 – 17 
Over the years I have been a Christian and listened to many sermons drawn from this passage in John’s Gospel I can’t actually remember many, if any, that focused upon God, the Father’s role. Usually, they have been concentrating on Jesus and the importance of us remaining attached to the Vine.

There is of course, nothing inherently wrong with that preoccupation. Jesus is indeed the Vine and without Him and being connected to Him we can do nothing. Fact. End of discussion.

However, we should also consider how Jesus began His discourse. Whilst He declared that He was the Vine, He also established that His Father is the Gardener. They work in harmony. They have a single objective. They both desire that we are fruitful. Isn’t that both wonderful and humbling at the same time?

We need to understand and keep reminding ourselves that God is for us. He is on our side. He longs for us to be successful. His greatest desire is that we should be fruitful.

However, we also need to remember that fruitfulness in God’s eyes is not related to materialism, wealth or worldly success. It has nothing to do with what we can do for God. It is all about obedience, love, service to others and how we were involved with bringing the Kingdom of God to earth. As Paul writes in Ephesians 2: 10, “For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” We don’t do good works in order to gain or achieve our salvation or righteousness before a holy God. No. We are saved by grace through faith alone.

However, once we are saved, forgiven and set free, God reveals His plan for our lives which inevitably involves good works and serving others.

Please note in both places the phrase ‘in’ Christ is used. Jesus said, “Remain in Me” and Paul wrote that we are ‘created in Christ Jesus’. There is tremendous significance in that phrase. It confirms that we can do nothing good outside of our relationship with Christ. Before we are saved, before we are ‘in Christ’, nothing we do is of eternal significance or value. Its only “in Christ’ that we can bear fruit that will last.

So, God the Father is watching over us to see if we are bearing fruit. If we aren’t He will prune us, remove those things that hamper growth, in order to ensure we are able to become fruitful. How often in my life has The Gardener had to come and prune things off my life in order for me to become more fruitful for His Kingdom.

It includes anything and everything that gets in the way of my totally dependency upon Christ Jesus my Lord. Some of the things were good and fruitful in some ways, however, they were not allowing me to be as fruitful as God wanted me to be.

God’s intention is always growth and more fruitfulness.

Its interesting that as I am writing this my grapevine is growing. Its growing so fast right now that almost daily I have to examine it and prune it for maximum fruit bearing. Some of the tendrils will not produce any grapes and so I have to prune them away. However, I have to prune those tendrils bearing grape clusters so that all the goodness goes into the grapes rather than into metre long tendrils!

At the end of Jesus’ life on earth, He told a story of The Gardener (Landowner) who planted a vineyard and rented it out to tenants. They beat, killed or stoned the servants the Gardener sent to receive His dues. In the end He sent His son. The tenants however, took him, threw him out of the vineyard and murdered him.

Yes, God was the Gardener and Jesus the Gardener’s Son. God is the final Judge.

What does that name mean for us today? – Not only is there a Day of Reckoning to come when all we have done on earth will be judged by God but God is also constantly looking at our lives to see if we are bearing fruit. God’s ultimate desire is that we should become more and more like Jesus and so He will do all He can to help make that happen.

Prayer 
Thank You, Father for reminding me that You are The Gardener and that You expect me to be fruitful. By Your Holy Spirit please help me to walk in Your ways and to follow the plans You have for my life without getting sidetracked or giving up. Please make me as fruitful as You want me to be. Amen.

Additional Readings
Matthew 21: 33 – 45; James 5: 7 – 12; John 20: 1 – 18 

Questions
1) What characteristics of God as The Gardener are significant to you?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

43) The Potter
Reading: Isaiah 29: 13 – 24 
Every name of God is an eternal Name. God is still our Creator and we are His created beings.

The picture of God being the Potter and we being the clay in His hands is not to suggest that we are mere puppets in the hand of God. We are not robots, nor are we without the power to function on our own. God has a determined plan for our lives, however we are still able to choose whether or not we will fulfill it.

God doesn’t force His will on us. That is obvious, isn’t it? Otherwise there would be no violence, no evil, no thieving, no murder, no sexual abuse, no injustice and no discrimination. If He forced His will on us there would only be peace and righteousness throughout the universe. Adam and Eve would never have ‘fallen’ and sin would not have entered the human world.

A friend of mine told me of a visit he made to a potter’s workshop. The potter was sat in front of his wheel. He took some clay and threw it on the wheel. He pummeled it, picked it up, manipulated it, hammered it and threw it back on the wheel and tried to use it to form a bowl but it didn’t yield to his fingers. So he removed it and discarded it to the floor.

He picked up another piece of clay and repeated the process, only this time he was able to form it into a beautiful vessel for flower arrangements. Not only was it a beautiful shape but the potter was also able to decorate it so that the final specimen was a masterpiece reflecting his handiwork and creativity.

My friend asked him about the first lump of clay. To his surprise the potter sighed and said that the first lump would not respond to his fingers. Each lump of clay has to be manipulated to remove all the ‘stress’ within it. By the work and pressure the potter exerts on the clay, all the stress and resistance is removed and the potter is then able to work with the clay and then form it into his desired article of beauty.

For some reason some clay may not respond to the preparation treatment and so becomes incapable of being used for what it was created. On the other hand, the second lump of clay responded to the potter’s preparation and was subsequently turned into an article of beauty and usefulness.

When God addressed the people of Israel, through the prophet Isaiah, He did not tell them that He would over-ride their freewill. God reminded them that He was their Creator and God. He was not a fellow-human being but the One who had formed them in the womb and consequently, He was the One who had every right to tell them what to do and how to live. 

God was able to prove from their history that He was a faithful, merciful and gracious God. He was their Redeemer, Saviour and Protector. However, as a nation they had turned their backs on Him, gone their own way and were reaping the consequences of that action, whilst blaming God for it.

Just because God doesn’t continually act against sin, doesn’t mean that He is incapable of doing so. It didn’t give the people of Israel license to mock God, treat Him with disrespect as if He was just their equal. They had forgotten that God was their Potter and that in comparison they were like clay in His hands.

As the Potter, God had wonderful plans for Israel, but He needed to Israel to yield to His guidance and to His instructions in order to bring them to the place of blessing. Then and only then would they reach their destiny and find true peace and satisfaction.

What does that name mean for us today? – It is always good to remember that a) the Lord is God and b) we are not. God, being our Potter, is longing to make something beautiful out of our lives if we will let Him.
Prayer 
Father, I thank You for being a good God and the Potter of my life. I yield myself again to You today to do with me whatever You choose and to make me the person You want me to be. Please make me more and more like Jesus for Your glory. Amen

Additional Readings
Isaiah 64: 1 – 12; Jeremiah 18: 1 – 12; Romans 9: 6 – 26  
Questions
1) How do you feel about God being your Potter?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) Why does God want to make us increasingly like Jesus?

44) The Refiner
Reading: Malachi 3: 1 – 5 
What is life really all about? What are we supposed to do on earth? Is there more to life than what we see?

Is there more to life than being born, going to school, leaving school or university, (after achieving some qualifications), getting a job (hopefully increasingly well-paid), getting married, having children, seeing them do exactly the same thing and then producing grandchildren for us to enjoy and hand back at the end of the day?

Is there more to life than physical strength or beauty, amassing money, toys or property? Is there more to life than being the world’s best, the world’s strongest, the world’s fastest, the world’s richest, the world’s most clever or the world’s most popular? Why do we place such a high value on these things, particularly, when so few of us will ever reach those accolades?

Why isn’t life easy? Why does it seem so much more difficult for me than other people? Why is health and financial security so important?

Why is it we add years to our lives but not life to our years? 

Let’s face it – life is hard. We all face challenges and we either get better or bitter.

If there is no God, and everything happens by chance, I have to accept my lot and get on with life without purpose, meaning or hope for anything better.

On the other hand, if there is a God why is there so much suffering? Christians, and those without a faith, all seem to suffer the same things; car accidents, earthquakes, redundancy, unemployment, financial crises, sickness, cancer and the death of loved ones. No-one seems immune to these. So what is going on?

The answer is, of course, a lot is going on. First, for the Christian there is the understanding that there are two spiritual forces at work. The Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Satan. The Kingdom of Light and the Kingdom of darkness – good and evil. Consequently, there are a lot of things that go wrong in the world that can only be understood as having been initiated by Satan and his forces. 

Secondly, Christians understand that as human beings we have a bias to do wrong. We don’t teach our children to be disobedient, that happens naturally. As parents we spend a lot of time trying to show them a better way. Also they acknowledge that deep down we are all selfish people and want to try and preserve our own security and happiness even if it is at the expense of those things for others.

However, Christians recognise that there is another reason for the some of the challenges we face. God created us to have a loving relationship with Him. Most of us prefer to live our lives our way and maintain what we consider to be control of our lives and destiny. God, on the other hand, wants and created us to be like Him, to be like Jesus – God incarnate – God in human form as we celebrate at Christmas.

Since, most of us start our Christian walk by asking God to forgive us for making such a mess of our lives and to come and save us from ourselves and the results of our selfishness and self-centredness, it is quite obvious that we need to change in order to reflect any of Jesus’ character and lifestyle. Our lives need refining.

That is the picture that Malachi gave the people of Israel. God wants to refine us so we reflect His glory. The picture is like that of the refiner of gold or silver. The ore is heated and the metal runs out and is collected. That base liquid is then heated repeatedly, so that as the impurities reach the surface they are removed and the process continues until the operator can see their face reflected in the molten metal.

God will continue to present us with challenges that draw us closer and closer to Him so that eventually we think, act and live like Jesus would in our position.

What does that name mean for us today? – It explains why we face so many challenges. God will bring me into situations to challenge me to adjust my lifestyle so that it reflects His Son, Jesus Christ more and more.

Prayer 
Father, I acknowledge that I am not the person I long to be. Thank You that I can trust You as my Refiner to produce a character that increasingly reflects Jesus. Amen.

Additional Readings
Luke 22: 24 – 34; 1 Peter 1: 3 – 25; 1 Corinthians 3: 10 – 20 
Questions
1) What do you think God’s purpose is in refining us?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

45) Emmanuel – God with us
Reading: Matthew 1: 18 – 25 

I cannot think of Christmas without contemplating the beauty and preciousness of God’s name of Emmanuel. Even to say, God with us renews within me a sense of peace and security, love and joy, courage and strength.

I shall never forget hearing the story of a girl on her way from America to England in the days of the ocean-going steamships. The weather became extremely violent and the ship was in severe danger of sinking. In the middle of the night, the captain ordered everyone to put on their lifejackets. The girl was woken by her mother and told to get dressed and to put on her life-jacket. On waking up, the little girl asked her mother, “Is daddy on deck?” “Yes, of course,” replied her mother. “Then everything is all right,” replied the girl and turned over to go back to sleep. Her father was the captain and she was totally confident in her father’s ability to see them through the storm.

Emmanuel – God with us. God is far superior to that girl’s earthly father and yet how easily we forget how God is for us, loves us and longs for us to reach our eternal destiny.

Christmas is really all about Emmanuel – God with us. Do you remember the line of the song – God came down at Christmas? We should be eternally grateful that is true. Try to look past the food and the drink, the presents, the Christmas tree, and the lights. Turn off the TV, the computer games, Internet, DVD’s and MP3s and gaze once more into the scene of the Nativity. 

Look, not for a palace, nor for a hotel or motel, nor even an insignificant home. No, seek out a cave in the side of the hill. The sort of shelter for animals.

See the shepherds with their sheep looking steadfastly into the manger, an animal’s feeding trough. See the three kings bending their knees in worship before the Baby of Bethlehem. See the humble mother, Mary and Joseph, her husband gazing in wonder at what was going on. Look into the face of the Baby. And what do you see?

What do you see? A Manager full of hay? A bundle of clothes? A baby? A boy? A son? Or do you see a Saviour? Do you see a King? Do you see your God?

Who is Jesus to you? A baby? A good man? A prophet? A spiritual guru?

Who was Jesus? That is the most important question you will ever have to answer.

Whatever your answer determines how you live and what you live for. It also seals your eternal destiny. Yes, your eternal destiny is chosen by you. Not by your parents, not by your peers, siblings, partner or spouse. Not by the media, not by politicians or your boss. Not by any religious leader, or TV evangelist. Not even by God.

Read that again. Your eternal destiny is not chosen by God. It is your choice made by you and you alone. Oh yes, God determines your destiny but He doesn’t choose it for you. He gives us a freewill that He will not over-rule.

God has decreed that our eternal destiny is determined by what we do with Jesus. You see, God came down at Christmas. It was not just a baby in that manger – He was God – Emmanuel. Yes, God in a human body but God nevertheless. As the angels said, Jesus is the Saviour of the world – that is – those throughout the world, regardless of race, who choose Jesus to be their Saviour.

This world desperately needs a Saviour. As we hear the news or read about the challenges around the world and face the day to day issues of our own lives, we know we need help, we know we need a Saviour. God came down at Christmas – Emmanuel – to rescue us and to be our Saviour. That’s the Good News. God loves you and came to be right where you are and He will be your Saviour, if you ask Him.

What does that name mean for us today? – God can be with you every day of your life. Yes, God came down at Christmas, as Jesus and He lives today in us through the Holy Spirit.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much that You are with me every day. Thank You that I can turn to You and trust You with my whole life today and for eternity. Amen.

Additional Readings
Isaiah 7: 13 – 17; John 1: 1 – 14; Colossians 1: 15 – 22 

Questions
1) What does Christmas really mean to you?

2) Has God revealed Himself personally to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

46) The Word
Reading: John 1: 1 - 14

I’ve heard it said that when John, the disciple, the apostle, the ‘one’ Jesus loved, was a very old man, his students came to him and asked him to write his Gospel. They told him that they had read the others and so they posed the question; When did it all begin? Matthew began his gospel with Abraham; Dr Luke began his gospel with Adam, which is right, when did it all begin? 

John closed his eyes, leaned back in his chair and said, “Go back, way back. Way beyond Abraham and yes, way back long before Adam ever existed, before time and creation came into being. In the beginning was The Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God.”

I am so grateful to John for writing not only his Gospel but all his writings. You see, for me, John answers the question that so many people ask and struggle with? Who is Jesus? The religious leaders of Jesus’ day had the same problem. How could Jesus claim to be older than Abraham?

John’s reply was basically stop looking at what is in front of you and see reality. Stop taking everything at ‘face’ value. Stop looking at appearances and see the etrnal truth standing in front of you. Jesus was the incarnate Word of God.

Yes, Jesus called himself Son of Man and Son of God, and the Scriptures prophecied a Son, however, those names were always to be interpretted in the light of the whole Scriptures, not just a few.

The reason for the Son was humanity. God knew that to redeem and reconcile humanity, He would have to come as a Baby, as a Son. But that was so for the first time we could understand something of who God is, what He is like. He came as a Baby, so that we would not be afraid, so we could look and live, so we could understand His Words. He came as the Son so He would understand all our emotions, threats, challenges, weaknesses and joys.

But The Word was not created at Christmas! The Word was revealed at Christmas.

The Word was incarnated at Christmas. 

As the words of the great Christmas Hymn; O come all ye faithful says, “God of God, Light of Light; Begotten not created.”

Or as the Nicene Creed expands the thought and helps us understand the enigma, I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, born of the Father before all ages, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, consubstantial with the Father; through Him all things were made. For us men (people) and our salvation He came down from Heaven, and by The Holy Spirit was incarnate of the virgin Mary, and became man.”
So yes, Jesus the Son, the Word is older than Abraham and co-eternal with God.

In Hebrew thought, words have power. They are like arrows that leave our lips and accomplish what we intend them to do, or hit the target. That is why we have so many problems in wetern civilisation. We ‘throw’ words out so often without thinking and its not until we see the reaction from our hearers that we wish we could start over again or that the words we had spoken had been left unsaid.

In the beginning we read “God said…” And it was not only done but good.

In the Proverbs we read that words can produce life or death. Isaiah under the inspiration of God said that God’s Word would not return to Him void but would accomplish all He planned and purposed.

The Word was present before, during and post creation. He is the Eternal Word, with all the characteristics of God and the creative and sustaining power of God.

The Word is God; God is The Word. One God.
What does that name mean for us today? –  Jesus is not just a human being; He is God, the Eternal Word with all that means. Ultimate Authority, power and majesty.  Whatever Jesus said will be accomplished. Heaven and earth will pass away but His Word will last forever.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for revealing that Jesus is the Eternal Word, that He is God. That He is One with You. Thank you that consequently, we can triust Him and everythign He said. Aman.

Additional Readings
Genesis 1: 1 - 26; Isaiah 55: 8 - 11; 1 John1: 1 - 10 
Questions
1) What difference does knowing Jesus is the Word make to your understanding of who He is?

2) Has Jesus revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How careful are you in the way you use words, speak?

47) The Vine
Reading: John 15: 1 - 17 
I have a vine. I planted it shortly after we moved into our home. It grew up to our deck and then along the security rail. It does that, of course, because I trained it to do that. I love the grapes it produces and each year there seem to be more than ever before. In fact there are so many that we are able to share them with neighbours, work colleagues and church members.

I always get excited when I see the first ‘buds’ form, followed by the fresh leaves of green. However, I soon learned that you cannot just leave a vine to ‘do its own thing’ No, you have to constantly watch it and prune away the fuitless branches, and make sure that the ones producing fruit don’t over extend themselves or their fruit will ‘suffer’.

It’s no good picking the fruit too early, either. Ideally, you want the grapes fully formed and ripe, then you can enjoy the beautiful fragrance and the sweet juicy flesh.

Most of the references to the vine in the Old Testament suggest Israel is the vine and God is the vine-dresser. However, Jesus reveals the fact that He, God is the Vine and we (and Israel) are the branches. Yes, Father is the vine-dresser, whereas Jesus is the Vine.

The picture of the vine given in the Old Testament seen through the lens of Jesus’ teaching is similar. Israel (the people) was to represent God on the earth then (and now) just as Christians, Jesus’ disciples, are today.

When God chose and blessed Abraham it was so that God could and would bless the world through them. God chooses to bless the world, the nations, through His chosen people, Israel and the Church.

When Jesus addressed His disciples and told them that He is the vine and they are the branches, He continued by saying that His (God’s) desire was that they would be fruitful - and thereby bless others.

However, there would be a major condition and that was that Jesus’ disciples would have to “Remain in (Him).”  A branch of a vine that is not attached to the vine will wither and die and cannot bear any fruit. All the sustenence a branch needs flows from the vine. Have you noticed how each of the branches is attached to the main ‘trunk’ of the vine. They all need direct access. Any branch that is not directly connected is sub-standard. They should not branch off from another branch - they need to be directly connected.

What is the purpose of a vine? As God asked the prophet - do you use vine branches for carving, for firewood? No! A vine’s branch’s primary role is to produce fruit, grapes. Not figs, not thorns, and not beautiful flowers.

I have to constantly prune my vine - at least once a week, during its growing time, in order to bring out the best in it. I do it because I want the best for it and most fruit.

God does the same. I don’t like it much when it happens to me, but I realise its for my best and for His eventual glory.

Jesus was reminding His disciples that without Him, they could do nothing of value. However, He also remeinded them that as long as they remained attached to the Vine then nothing would be impossible for them.

Indeed, God, intended them to be fruitful, ever-increasingly fruitful. Not so they could boast but so they could be a constant blessing to others.

It’s the same for us. God wants to bless us in every way so that we can bless others. Gos has chosen His Church as a the means God wants to bless this world - what an incredible thought, what an incredible blessing and what an incrdeible privilege.

The Vine has chosen to bless this world through His branches, you and me.
What does that name mean for us today? –  Vines bring blessing and joy. The Church, you and me are the ones God wants to use to bless this broken and needy world. How much of a blessing are you? Are you constantly connected to the Vine?

Prayer 
Thank You Jesus for reminding me that You are the Vine and I am a branhc. Please help me to be connected so I can produce everlasting fruit and thus bless this world. Amen.

Additional Readings
Isaiah 5: 1 - 7; Hosea 10: 1 - 8; Song of songs 7: 1 - 13
Questions
1) What do we need to ensure we are constantly connected to the Vine?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How are you going to bless this world this year?

48) The Door of the Sheep Pen
Reading: John 10: 1 - 21 
We need to remember that every name of God is an eternal Name. So regardless of the time and place the Name is used it is as relevant to us as it was then.

Throughout the Bible, we find references that equate humanity with sheep. The older I get the more I think the analogy is so apposite. We need leading, we need feeding, we need protection and to be given direction and above all we need rescuing. We are self-willed, overtly inquisitive and simple. We are gullible, senseless and fearful. We are definitely not the supremely wise and discerning people that we think we are. Arrogance too often hides our ignorance and stupidity.

On the other hand, we discover in the Bible that God likens Himself to a Shepherd, the one who cares for the sheep. By inference therefore, the sheep pen is where God lives - Heaven. The place of security, peace, joy and above all the presence of God.

Jesus often used parables to convey spiritual and eternal truth. Those parables related to the events and everyday life experiences. Jesus lived at a time where agriculture was not only the main industry but for many a way of life. 

Predominantly the livestock was sheep. So Jesus highlighted a common feature of life. Sheep were kept in a sheep-pen at the end of the day for security and protection. It was the place the shepherd led his sheep and then lay down at the entrance in order to protect the sheep from predators and thieves. The shepherd that owned the sheep would be prepared to give his life for the protection of his sheep.

Robbers and thieves realised this and so tried to get into the sheep-pen in ways other than through the door. They would attempt to climb over the walls or enter some other way. By their duplicity and deceit they proved that they were not the true shepherds of the sheep. They were enemies of the sheep. And once having got into the pen, the sheep would not follow them since the sheep didn’t recognise their voices. The thieves would have to violently drive the sheep wherever they wanted the sheep to go.

Jesus likened all the false religious leaders and false prophets to thieves and robbers. They had come to deceive the people and to make them follow their agenda that was evil. Yes, they may use subtle language and offer a brighter future but their goals were always domination and destruction. As Jesus said, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy.”
However, Jesus was not only saying that He was the protector of the sheep but that He is also the entrance way to the sheep-pen. He was the way to Heaven, the only way for us to enter into the presence of God. Jesus is the only Way for us to know God as our heavenly Father. All the other ‘ways’; prophets, gods, religions, fortune-tellers, gurus and mind-improvement professionals, Jesus describes as thieves and robbers. False and blind guides. Spiritually blind themselves they spend their time deceiving others, and pretending there is another way or many ways into God’s presence. Jesus exposes the lie. There is only one door into the sheep-pen and that door is ‘controlled’ by the Shepherd.

Yes, the thief comes to steal, to kill and to destroy but Jesus came to give us life and help us experience life to the full.  Jesus is not an imposter, a thief or a liar. He is the genuine shepherd who gave His life for His sheep.

Later, Jesus was to expand this concept by saying, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, no-one comes to the Father except through Me.”
We all want to go to Heaven. Its just that there is only one way to get there. We have to use the door of the sheep-pen and He is called Jesus.
What does that name mean for us today? –  Jesus is not only our security, our redeemer and Saviour, He is also our guarantee od direct access to Goid as our Heavenly Father. We can approach Father at anytime through Jesus Christ the door of the sheep-pen.

Prayer 
Thank You so much, Jesus for being the door of the sheep-pen and our one and only access to God as father. Thank You too for laying down your life for me so that I can know true life in all its fulness. Amen.

Additional Readings
Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34: 1 - 31; Luke 15: 1 - 7
Questions
1) Why is it important for us to know there is only one door to the sheep-pen?

2) Has Jesus revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) What is the significance of that name for you?

49) Spirit
Reading: John 4: 1 - 26
God is spirit. And that is a problem for us. A Spirit doesn’t have flesh and blood. You cannot ‘see’ a spirit. And yet we know God is not a ‘force’. The Bible reveals God as a person. A threefold person; Father, Word (Jesus, the Son) and Holy Spirit. However, God is One Spirit. God is Spirit, The Word is Spirit and the Holy Spirit is Spirit.

We ‘know’ Jesus because He is the Incarnate Son, He became human. Or as Paul says in Philippians, Jesus ‘became’ or ‘was made in human likeness’. Jesus was not ‘human’ in the beginning, He was Spirit. When He came to earth, as we celebrated at Christmas, Jesus became a ‘Man”. However, He was eternally Spirit prior to that.

Since we cannot see Spirit, it is very difficult for many people to believe in God. It takes faith. However, since Jesus invaded earth, we have ‘seen’ God. One of the reasons Jesus came to earth was to reveal God, to put ‘flesh’ on God, the Spirit.

Since God is Spirit it should help us understand His ability to be everywhere at the same time. He is not constricted to time and place.  He is able to ‘see’ everything; know everything and able to ‘do’ anything. No human power can match Him, restrict Him, control Him or manipulate Him. His authority is limitless, His glory indescribable and His character spotless and holy.

No wonder the Bible is able to say that there is One God. There are no other gods, only vain imaginations of peoples minds. Yes, there are other spirits, evil spirits that work constantly in opposition to God, however their power is limited and their end fatal and pre-determined.

God is the Eternal Spirit. A Spirit seen as undiminished brilliance. A purity untarnished by any indiscretion or compromise. A righteousness dazzling with truth and honesty. A love full of grace and mercy.

When Jesus met the woman at Jacob’s well in Sychar, she had an encounter that not only changed her life and the lives of everyone in the town, but she was given one of the most profound and significant theological discourses of all time.

Yes, Jesus used His prophetic gift to reveal to her, her past and present but there was so much more spiritual import to what He said. The question about a drink of water quickly changed into a theological discussion about worship. The woman had been brought up to believe that there was a conflict over worship between her people and the Jews. 

Her people belived they should worship where they wer in Samaria, whereas for the Jews, the temple in Jersusalem was the true and only authentic place to worship God. Afterall, for them The Temple represented the very presence of God, the place he had chosen for His Name to dwell. The place of the proscribed sacrifices and rituals of worship.

Jesus replied that God is Spirit. As King David had expressed, “How can a Temple hold the Creator and Sustainer of the Universe?” As Stephen said later, “However, the Most High does not live in houses made by human hands.”
Jesus said forget about the location. God is Spirit. He is everywhere. What is important is your heart and spirit. Those that want to trult want worship God must do so in spirit and turth. In other words , no sham, no pretence, not from wanting to gain anything from God, not wanting to prove anything to God. 

Just a simple contrite heart recognising the grace, mercy and love of God. True worship, rising from true gratitude, flowing from true devotion leading to an obedient lifestyle.
What does that name mean for us today? –  God is far above anything we can think or imagine. He is worthy of worship for Who He is and for all thast He has done for us. We can pray to Him knowing that He is able to perform anything, anytime, in any place, in any way.

Prayer 
Father, I come in awe of Your power, majesty and glory. Thank You that in Jesus we have a glimpse of who You are and Your incredible love for us. Please help me worship You in spirit and in truth, today and for the rest of my life. Amen

Additional Readings
Genesis 6: 1 - 8; 1 John 4: 21; Revelation 22: 17
Questions
1) How do you respond to the fact that God is Spirit?

2) Has Jesus revealed Himself in this way to you?

3) What attributes of God as Spirit can you identify?

50) Jealous God
Reading: Exodus 20: 1 - 21
A young boy was reported to have exclaimed, “God, how come the Bible says you are a jealous God; I thought you owned everything?”
God is a jealous God and that is an eternal Name.

However, how can the word ‘jealous’ be related to God? We use the term to equate with the words ‘envy’ and ‘covet’.  Even in this passage from Exodus we have the tenth commandment that says, “you shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbour.”  Don’t be jealous of other people, their jobs, their salary, their wealth, their possessions, their looks, their spouse, their children or their lifestyle.

As the boy said, God has everything, there is nothing for Him to be jealous about, so how can that relate to His character?

Is there such a things as good or justifiable jealousy? As we can have good or bad anger? Indignation or righteous anger? Is there such a thing as righteous jealousy?

Since we know that God is a good God and a righteous God we have to look carefully into what the term, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God” means and its implications for us.

God actually seems to make matters worse by adding, “punishing the children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me.”
In our world of pluralism, tolerance, compromise and multiple religions this seems very draconian, legalistic and fundamentalist bigotry. Something that would be a barrier to people coming to faith in Yahweh. It is! It is a huge barrier for people in Western nations. They don’t want to believe in Yahweh because he is a jealous God and they don’t want to believe in Jesus Christ because He said, “I am the Way, the Truth ad the Life, NO-ONE comes to the Father except through Me.”  

These people start from the premise that God wants them to worship Him so He should allow them to worship Him anyway they want. If God is that good and loving He would allow me to worship Him any way I like. If there are many religions there must be a good reason for them all and so each has their good points and not so good points, I’ll pick and choose what suits me best for the moment and God should be very grateful for whatever worship or allegiance I give Him. After all, I am in charge of my life and gods are there for my benefit and to serve me.
There is, of course, a fundamental flaw with that reasoning - God created me in His image and therefore I cannot create God in my image! Yes, I can create gods but not God. The created cannot instruct the Creator.

So why is God a jealous God? Is it because He is afraid of competition? Is it because he is on an eternal ego trip? Is it because He cannot stand opposition to His reign and rule through insecurity? Is it because He ‘knows’ that we people will always go against what He wants and He has some vindictive streak within His character that actually enjoys striking out at our independence, initiative and inventiveness? Does he actually now regret making us creative, like Himself?

The obvious answer has got to be no to each of those questions. God was ‘complete’ for eternity past. He didn’t need us at all. It was out of His generous love that He decided to create human beings to share His glory and power. He desire has always been for a vibrant relationship with His creation, people. That relationship is called worship.

He is jealous because He knows that anything other than an intimate relationship with Him is disastrous in the long term. We will self-destruct. We will be envious of others and create wars and harm. Left to ourselves even our ‘human’ relationships fail let alone our relationship with God. God also knows that the enemy is out to steal, kill and destroy all of God’s creation and in particular people.

God gave Adam and Eve a choice in the Garden of Ede; they chose disobedience and evil. The trend ahs started, so God knew which way we are biased. Therefore He gave the strictest of warnings to help us realise the error of our wrong choices.

What does that name mean for us today? – To compromise our faith is to sell ourselves short. We are the ones who lose out, as well as God our Father. So keep in close relationship with God and enjoy life to the full.

Prayer 
Father, please help me to keep faithful to You and Your plans for my life. Amen.

Additional Readings
Nehemiah 13: 1 - 31; Malachi 2: 1 -17; Revelation 2: 18 - 29 
Questions
1) How would you decribe ‘righteous jealousy’?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when? 

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

51) Consuming Fire
Reading: Hebrews 12: 18 - 29 
Our God is awesome! Surely it is not until we get a glimpse of the majesty, purity and holiness of God that we begin to understand in any measure the meaning of mercy and grace. God’s mercy given unconditionally to us sinners. Mercy saving us from what we deserve; God’s wrath against sin of any kind. Unmerited grace. Sinners adopted into God’s family, forgiven and made to sit with Christ in Heavenly realms. God’s grace giving us what we don’t deserve.

God declared that He is a consuming fire. If you prefer it in today’s parlance, it could equate with, “Don’t mess with Me!”  A reminder to us all, that God is not like us. We are His creation, He made us. We have no right to tell God what to do. We have been given a freewill not so we can ignore, mock, abuse or blaspheme God, but so that we can willingly follow His plans and purposes for our lives, out of love rather than duty.

God is a good God and His plans for us are always not only good but the best for us. If we choose to follow them we experience peace, joy, significance and a complete sense of fulfillment. When the crowd shouted out at Jesus’ trial "Crucify Him”, they were really saying, “We will not surrender to this Man’s rule.” Jesus’ Kingdom is established in the hearts, minds and will of people. However, it was not so much that the Christ ‘suffered (although of course He did, terribly) the impact was a lost world rejected its only hope of redemption.

When Jesus was arrested and Peter used his sword to try and offer some token resistance Jesus replied, “Do you think I cannot call on My Father and He will at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?”  Had I been God at the time I would have been a ‘consuming fire’ and the enemies of God would have returned to the dust from which they had been formed! The Consuming Fire had a greater plan - my redemption and yours. Eternal salvation for those who put their faith and trust in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh and crucified for us.

As we see the evidence of God as a Consuming Fire in the Bible, we see the purpose is for a warning. “Don’t go there. Don’t even think of going there.”  We need to remember that we are finite and human, God is infinite and divine. God was trying to establish suitable boundaries to keep our arrogance and presumptive actions in check.

We also see evidence of God wanting to establish a distinction between the ‘common’ and the ‘holy’. We are common, God is holy. God established the principles of worship, the way we could enjoy a relationship with God. Sacrifices for sins, offerings of worship and devotion. God takes our relationship seriously. As we look at the relationship through the lens of the New Testament we can see why. Jesus Christ had to suffer and die so that we could enjoy the freedom of a relationship with God as Father. There was no other way and the cost was astronomical.

We could never ever pay the price in monetary terms or even in terms of giving our lives - the price was far too high. Only Jesus was ‘qualified’, only Jesus was the spotless Lamb of God able to satisfy the righteous demands of a holy God.

Consequently, worship is precious to God. It speaks of perfect purity and unquestioned voluntary obedience.

When Aaron’s sons presented impure offerings God had no choice but to respond immediately as a Consuming Fire. Nadab and Abihu died instantly. Yes, that shocked Aaron, Moses and the whole Israelite community. However, they had to accept the judgment and move on always remembering to honour God and the follow the ways God had laid down.

John, the baptizer, told his followers that Jesus was coming and that He would baptize the people with the Holy Spirit and with fire. That’s one of the things the Holy Spirit does; burn away the rubbish from our lives and help us become on fire for Jesus and His Great Commission.  

As every name of God is an eternal Name we need to ponder and take this Name seriously, too.

What does that name mean for us today? –  Don’t take God’s offer of salvation lightly. Don’t presume to be able to tell God what to do. Don’t treat the Holy as common and don’t think you can be a hypocrit in God’s presence. Just because God doesn’t consume us - it doesn’t mean He is impotent or approving. 

Prayer 
Father, I thank You that although You are a Consuming Fire You treat us in mercy and with grace. Please help me to  never take those for garnted. Amen

Additional Readings
Deuteronomy 4: 15 - 24; Leviticus 10: 1 - 3; Luke 3: 7 - 18   
Questions
1) What is the work of the Holy Spirit today?

2) Has God revealed Himself as the “Consuming Fire’ to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

52) The Presence
Reading: Exodus 33: 12 - 23
Presence speaks of intimate relationship. It is more than a mere acknowledgement of God. When we consider the context of this expression of God we realise that it was something very special and new. This Name was given to Moses not Abraham, Isaac or Jacob. (Although God had told each of them that He was with them and would be bless them.) Howeever, this Name was not given at the initiation and calling of Moses, this occurred after the golden calf debacle.

Moses was called by God in Midian where he had the experience of the bush that didn’t burn though it appeared on fire. He went back to Egypt and confronted Pharoah and his false priests and magicians. God used him to inflict the plagues and death on the first born of the Egyptians. Moses led the people free and miraculously through the Red Sea on dry land. He saw the destruction of the Egyptian army as they were overwhelmed by the returning flood of water.

Here we read Moses said to God, “teach me Your ways so I may know You and continue to find favour with You.”  God replied, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” Then Moses said to God, “If Your Presence does not go with us, do not send us up from here. How will anyone know that you are pleased with me and Your people unless You go with us? What else will distinguish me and Your people from all the other people on the face of the earth?
Moses recognised that he was no more than a servant of God. He was not like the Egyptian magicians nor was he a miracle worker. God, not Moses, had performed the miracles of the plagues that beat the forces of evil in Egypt. God, not Moses had led the people of Israel through the Red Sea on dry land by causing the water to part. God, not Moses had drowned the Egyptian army when the waters rerturned to their place.

Surely, they proved God was with him and the Hebrews? Yet there had to be something more. Remember at the bush, Moses asked God for His Name? Why did He do that? God had already introduced Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, what more did Moses want? A new Name. A Name revealed especially to Moses. A Name that assured Moses of a personal experience of God.

Now Moses wanted more. He had seen God do awesome things. He had been given an awesome covenant and he had been given awesome instructions for the present and the future, but Moses wanted more. He asked God to reveal His glory. God said, “I will cause My goodnes to pass in front of you. I will proclaim My Name, the Lord, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have compassion.” In other words I will show you My love. Yes, this was very special. God had been seen in awesome power and judgment, now God was going to show His love. The Presence that would go with Moses would be a Presence of Love.  

The Bread of the Presence was there in the Tabernacle - the Bread of Love.  As we look at that symbol through the lens of the New Testament we see Jesus. Jesus the Bread of Life, Jesus the Bread of Love, His Body broken for us. God, The Presence, with us in Communion.

How big is God’s love? As wide as those hands were spread upon the Cross. The Presence was broken on the Cross as the final and indisputable vision of everlasting and eternal LOVE. 

To know God’s Presence is to know Love. To experience God’s Presence is to experience Love. Like Moses we can know and experience God’s Presence, His Love.

Yet, there is more. God has given, Jesus has sent the Holy Spirit as the deposit of the Presence, a guarantee of God’s Love to be with us every moment of every day regardless of circumstances, challenges or crises.

What is more, as Jude informs us, Jesus will present us “before His Glorious Presence without fault and with great joy.”
What does that name mean for us today? –  God is with us continously in the Person of Love. He is on our side, He is at our side and because of that perfect love casts out all fear.

Prayer 
Fahter, thank You for showing that You are Love. That to be with You is to be in the eternal Presence of Love. Amen.

Additional Readings
Exodus 25: 23 - 30; Psalm 139: 7 - 24; Jude 24

Questions
1) What is the difference between the individual and community experience of God’s Presence?

2) Has God revealed Himslf as The Presence to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

53) The Father
Reading: John 14: 1 - 14 
We’ve looked at God as the Everlasting Father and now I want us to examine the term, Father. We refer to God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit and so for the next three studies I want us to reflect on each Name separately.

I find it interesting that John, ‘the disciple whom Jesus loved’, is the one who seems to highlight this Name more than anyone else, both in his Gospel record and in his letter.

John highlights the relationship Jesus had with His Father. John wanted everyone who read his Gospel to come to the personal conviction that Jesus was God and in showing the intimate relationship Jesus had with God as His Father, John was declaring that Jesus is God.

In one sense it can be argued that God, the Father, only became God, the Father at the incarnation of God, the Son.  In Psalm 2 we read, “I will proclaim the Lord’s decree: He said to me, ‘You are My Son: today I have become Your Father.’ As we have already seen, God is Spirit, consequently any human designation is going to be inaccurate. God the Father was eternally existent, just as God the Son was.

I want us to consider two relationships: 1) God is Father to the Son 2) We, human beings, can enter the same relationship. 

Until we understand these two profound theological and spiritual issues, we will not fully understand our position in Christ as believers.

1. God is Father to the Son. Without Christ, God is not the Father. God remains God. A Spirit, a seemingly aloof Being, albeit benign, nevertheless unapproachable and fear-inducing. 

However, God is Father, as revealed in the Son. The question therefore arises; what is the relationship like between the Father and the Son? How is it different from God and humans?

God is love, faithful, others-centred, extravagently generous, pure, light, righteous and holy. Unlike us, who are unloving, unfaithful, self-centred, stingy and hoading, impure, wicked, unrighteous and contaminated by the things of this world. But Jesus is like the Father. He is also as spotless, pure, righteous and holy. We cannot approach God in our sinful state, Jesus can in His righteousness.

God loves the Son. In fact God loves His Son so much that He desired many more like Him. Paul reminds us in Romans that God predestined that we should be “conformed to the image of His Son.” That we would be like Jesus.

God said of Jesus, “This is My Son in whom is all My delight”. In other words, every time I look at Him I am thrilled to bits, I’m exstatic! As the writer to the Hebrews says, God wanted to bring many ‘sons to glory’. In other words, God wanted many many more people like Jesus to share Heaven.

God has ‘invested’ everything in His Son. As Jesus said “I and the Father are One’.

2. We, human beings can enter the same relationship. Isn’t that awesome? Though we are weak, sinful, wayward human beings, God wants to treat us the same way as He treats His Son. He wants to, He can and He will. How can that be? Through the death of His Son, God imputes to us the righteousness of His Son.

Consequently, whenever God looks at one of Jesus’ believers, He doesn’t see us as we do, He sees us through the ‘filter’ of His Son. He looks at you and me today and sees ‘Jesus’ and exclaims, “Wow, what a wonderful Child of Mine. They are beautiful, they are unique, they are very very special and I love them with all My heart!”

We have every right to enter the Presence of God - the Holiest Place, the Throne room of the Almighty and say, “Abba, Father” “Daddy”. What a privilege! What an amazing blessing!

Just as God had ‘invested’ everything in His Son, so now it is all invested in us.

What does that name mean for us today? – Though we are unworthy and helpless, because of what Jesus has accomplished for us on the Cross, we can run straight to God as Father, climb up on His knee and be hugged by Him. Perfect love casts out all fear.

Prayer 
Father. Oh how wonderful it is for me to be able to use that Name. Thank You so much and thank You, Jesus. Amen

Additional Readings
John 17: 1 - 26; John 20: 11 - 18; 1 John 3: 1 - 10
Questions
1) What difference does being able to call, God, Father make to your relationship with Him ?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus, make it possible for us to use that name?

54) The Holy Spirit
Reading: Isaiah 61: 1 - 11
Contrary to what a lot Christians seem to think, the Holy Spirit did not ‘arrive on the scene’ at Pentecost. He is God and eternally existent. Consequently, I want to look at what could be described as the three dimensions of the Holy Spirit’s activity.

1) The evidence of the Holy Spirit prior to Jesus’ incarnation 2) The Fruit of the Spirit and 3) The Gifts of the Holy Spirit.

1) The evidence of the Holy Spirit prior to Jesus’ incarnation. As we read the Old Testament from Genesis 1 through to the beginning of the New Testament and the birth of John the baptizer we find many references to the Holy Spirit’s work. First in Creation and then through the lives of various people.

On most occasions, however, we find that the Holy Spirit was ‘given’ to specific people, at specific times for specific reasons. In Exodus, we see Moses being filled with the Spirit in order to lead the Hebrews and that was followed by the Spirit given to other leaders. Bazalel was given the Spirit to help with the construction of the Tabernacle and all its fittings. 

In Judges, we read Gideon received the Spirit of God so as to lead the Israelites against the Midianites, Samson received the Spirit of God for power and the beginning of the Israelite domination of the Philistines. Later, Saul had the Spirit of God for prophecy, as did Isaiah. There are many other examples of the Spirit of God being given to individual people. The climax, if you like, was John the baptizer who was filled with the Spirit even from birth and the supreme example when Jesus was incarnated by the Holy Spirit working in Mary’s body.

However, as Joel prophesied there was a growing expectation that one day the Spirit would be given to every one. That began at Pentecost.

2) The Fruit of the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit is the evidence of the life of God in Jesus and His true disciples. Like all fruit they start small and should become increasingly obvious as we are attached to the Vine, Jesus and become increasingly conformed to His image. A process called sanctification and that is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

In one sense, all of the fruit should be visible, just as in a bunch of grapes. The vine doesn’t produce just one grape but a whole bunch is produced together. If I am a true disciple of Jesus Christ, I should show the fruit of the Spirit in my life. However, I should not just be joyful at the expense of love - that would be selfish and un-Christ-like. I should not be gentle but unfaithful. I should not be kind but lacking in self-control. No, each aspect of the fruit of the Spirit should be evident in my life in increasing measure.

There is absolutely no doubt that there was plenty of evidence of the fruit of the Spirit in Jesus’ life prior to His baptism in water, His baptism in the Holy Spirit and what we call His public ministry. 

3) The gifts of the Holy Spirit. Whilst many people quote 1 Corinthians 12 as proof of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit, I believe with others, that as you look at Scripture there are far more gifts of the Spirit, and indeed, any evidence of a special empowering of God that reflects Jesus in a dramatic way can be considered a Gift of the Holy Spirit. (Consider Bazalel’s gift).

The apostles were obviously, Christians, prior to Pentecost and from the record in the book of the Acts of the Apostles, many people were followers and disciples of Jesus prior to being able to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit. While every Christian should display all and the same fruit of the Spirit, not all Christians have the same gifts of the Holy Spirit. However, all Holy Spirit filled Christians have at least one gift and it is our job to discover it and use it in every increasing measure for the Glory of God.

The Holy Spirit was given to us primarily so that we would be Christ’s witnesses throughout the world.

What does that name mean for us today? –  Awesome power. God has entrusted His Spirit to us so we demonstrate His power on earth in order to make disciples.

Prayer 
Father, thank You so much for sending us the Holy Spirit to be with us, to make us more and more like Jesus and to extend His Kingdom on earth. Amen

Additional Readings
Genesis 1: 1 - 2;  Judges 13: 1 - 25; Galatians 5: 13 - 25; 1 Corinthians 12: 1 - 11
Questions
1) What is the role of the Holy Spirit today?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) What gifts has God, the Holy Spirit given you and are you using them?

55) The Son
Reading: Hebrews 1: 1 - 13
God became know as the Father when God the Son was incarnated. Before that time God was ‘like’ a Father to Abraham and Israel. However, when Jesus Christ came to earth, was conceived of the Holy Spirit and ‘delivered’ by the virgin Mary, that became a reality.

God created us to have a relationship with Him. We chose to rebel and become independent, self-centred and self-sufficient and so that relationship was destroyed.

God then instigated the plan of redemption that involved Jesus becoming The Son on earth as our Saviour. God became a human being in Christ Jesus. Jesus is not less of God, another god or just a good man, religious guru or prophet. He has to be God incarnate. Yes, we struggle with the concept that Jesus can be God as well as a man. We find it hard to accept that God could die for our sins and that a man could represent the fullness of God. Yet that is the truth.

I love the concept that Jesus is the Word more than the Son, since for me, the Word conveys more of Jesus’ eternal qualities and yet Jesus had to be the Son. It is very difficult to build a relationship with a Word, and God and we are into relationships. That is why we were created and that is why relationships are so important to us. Its also why relationships are the hardest and most challenging part of our lives.

God is also into symbolism that we can understand. God had to become human in the person of the Son so we could begin to understand how wonderful and kind God is. To get a glimpse of who God is like and how God thinks and works. He wanted to communicate to us on our level and to do so had to become The Son.

However, there is symbol that God also wants us to understand. God the Father and God the Son have a perfect relationship. Most men would agree that the most wonderful time in their lives was when they saw their first child being born. There was a miracle in front of their eyes and for probably the first time in their life they felt overwhelmed and humble. Except for the intimacy of marriage it is the most precious of relationships.

Parents usually ‘bend over backwards’ to provide for, protect and care for their children. They swamp them with love and presents. Most would sacrifice their lives for their children if ever called upon to do so.

Our father / son (child) relationship is supposed to be a mirror image of the Father / Son relationship. The open, loving and self-sacrificing relationship that we have with our children is a reflection of the relationship between the Father and Son. That is why the enemy is doing all he can to destroy that imagery, through broken marriages and dysfunctional families.

As a pastor, I find the most common burden that nearly everyone carries is that of a strained or non-existent relationship between them and their father. Either their father was working too long hours and never home for the relationship to grow, or their parents split up while they were still young and any relationship was torn apart and destroyed or worse still they were physically, mentally, emotionally or sexually abused by their father (or someone else in the family).

Time and time again I have had the joy and privilege of introducing them to God as their loving Heavenly Father who longs for them to climb up on His knee and to hug them and to treat them as a father should. 

However, that introduction is only possible through the Son who gives us access to the Father.

The story is told of a soldier during the American Civil war. He was ‘shell-shocked’, sick of war and wanted out. His commanding officer told him there was only one way for that to happen and that was for the President Abraham Lincoln to personally sign the papers. 

The soldier was given leave to seek the President. He journeyed to the White House but was understandably refused entry. He sat in the park opposite crying his eyes out. A little boy approached him and asked him what the matter was and the soldier explained his tragedy.

The little boy held out his hand and said, “Come with me.” The distraught soldier went with him, holding on tightly. The boy entered the White House grounds without opposition. He entered the White House itself and up to the door of the Oval Office. He went straight in and the soldier noticed at every checkpoint the officers saluted to boy.

In the Oval office. President Lincoln was discussing strategy with His Secretary of State and Vice-president.  The President looked up and said, “What is it Todd?” Todd replied, “You need to hear this mans story, he needs your help.”

The soldier couldn’t get anywhere near the President on his own, his only access was through Todd, President Lincoln’s son.

What does that name mean for us today? –  There is a direct link between God the Father and God the Son. That is the most intimate of relationships. Jesus has brought us into that very same relationship and all the blessings that flow from that.

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, I am so thrilled that You the Son have opened up a relationship for me with Your Father. Thank You so much for the privilege of being part of Your great Family. Amen. 

Additional Readings
Psalm 2; Colossians 1: 15 - 20; Revelation 1: 9 - 18 
Questions
1) Why is it important that Jesus is called The Son?

2) Has Jesus revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) What is the significance of Jesus followers being called “sons (children) of God”?
56) The Passover Lamb
Reading: Exodus 12: 1 – 30 
The account of the Exodus of the Hebrews from Egypt is one of the most dramatic found anywhere throughout the history of the world. The Hebrews were suffering from captivity and oppression. Moses had been selected by God to spearhead the Exodus and yet Pharaoh was determined to thwart God’s plans.

Despite being asked many times, Pharaoh kept changing his mind and consequently, refused to let the people go free. Eventually, God’s mercy was exhausted and His judgment unrestrained. The Divine sentenced was passed. It was unalterable. In many ways it was impartial. The effect would be devastating on every family in Egypt – the death of the firstborn male child, servant and livestock.

Nevertheless, Yahweh, the God of the Hebrews would give His people a way of escape. However, the people could not just do what they liked they would have to follow to the letter the instructions given through Moses. God demanded the sacrifice of a perfect lamb, its roasted flesh was to be eaten with bitter herbs and unleavened bread. Some of the lamb’s life blood, was to be collected and then incredulously, with the use of an herb called hyssop, sprinkled on the doorframes and lintel of their home. 

On the designated night for eating the special meal, all the Israelites had to be in their home and dressed ready to leave the land of their captivity. During the meal, the Angel of Death would fly throughout Egypt and kill the firstborn of every family. The only way of escaping the fateful sentence was for the people to be inside their home that had the lamb’s blood sprinkled on the doorframes and lintel.

Just because they had been born an Israelite, just because they were inside their house, just because they were eating the roast lamb, just because they had removed all leaven from their home, if they had not put the blood of the lamb on the doorposts and lintel, their first born would still have died.

The way of escape was designed and determined by God not by them. The blood was the sign that the Angel of Death would be looking for, nothing more, nothing less. The Blood of the Lamb became the way of escape – it would cause the Angel to Passover their house in peace. It was the Blood of the Passover Lamb.

God’s character hasn’t changed. He longs to set His people free. Yet, the Divine unalterable sentence has been handed down upon everyone who sins, those who fail to meet the standard set by a Holy God. However, God has also made a way of escape for everyone. His way of escape for us is called The Passover Lamb, we call Him, Jesus.

Jesus saw our plight and offered to become the Saviour of the world. He would die in our place. Father agreed with the plan and sent Jesus into our world to pay the price and become our spotless Sacrifice. As John prophesied when Jesus walk by “Behold the Lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.”
The earth shattering sentence pronounced from Heaven is that the Wrath of God will be poured out upon the earth and against all those who rejected God’s offer of salvation. There is only one way to life and that is to accept the Way of Escape. As with the Passover lamb of the Hebrews, we have to be ‘covered’ by the Blood of the Lamb of God.

The Wrath of God will not ‘look’ for good people, worldly achievement, academic success, charitable works, social action, tolerance or even integrity. It will be poured out against everyone who has not personally accepted the Sacrifice of Jesus Christ. His Blood was shed to wash us clean from our sins. It is the only remedy available for us. We may not like it but it is God’s only way of escape. That is why Jesus is called our Passover Lamb.

What does that name mean for us today? – God’s demands for the atonement for sins remains the same. We all need to be forgiven and we all need a Saviour. Only the Sacrifice of Jesus is sufficient for us, however it is totally efficacious for the present and the future.

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, I worship You and thank You so much for dying in my place and for being my Passover Lamb. Thank You that Your sacrifice is eternally sufficient for me. Amen.

Additional Readings
Isaiah 53: 1 - 12; Mark 14: 12 - 25; 1 Corinthians 5: 1 - 8; 1 Peter 1: 19
Questions
1) Why do we still need a sacrificial Lamb?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?
57) The Overcoming Lamb
Reading: Revelation 17: 1 - 14
Wow, what a Name! How fantastic it is to know who wins!

The Book of Revelation is not easy to understand, however there are clues to help us and some pictures are vivid and foundational. As we examine the Book in relationship with the other Scriptures certain facts emerge that fill us with excitement, peace and extreme joy.

Yes, the future is revealed in principle and there are clues as to some events that must take place. However, there are insights that are as certain as the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

We don’t need to speculate that there is a war on. A war between good and evil, a war between Satan and God, between the forces of darkness and the authority of light. We know about it from other Scriptures and we are equally convinced from our own experience. How else can we explain the occult, child abuse, sexual deviation and abuse, and the holocaust? Yes, as human beings we constantly make choices that are either good or bad and yet there are times when we can observe a degree of evil that seems to transcend even the most callous human mind.

Our hearts and minds cry out for peace, justice and righteousness, for the cessation of inhumane atrocities and the insatiable quest for atomic warfare supremacy. Though the world ignores or ridicules both the Creator God and His Church, there is nevertheless a search for meaning and peaceful co-existence. Unfortunately that is often at the expense of others since we are all basically selfish, self-centred and self-serving.

The Scriptures declare quite strongly that God, the Creator of the heavens and the earth is still in control of our final destiny and He has not abdicated His throne. There will be a Day of Reckoning. There will be a time when a final battle will be fought between the forces of Satan and the forces of God. This current age will be wrapped up, not at the will of humans to self-destruct, not even at the will and conspiracy of Satan, but in God’s perfect timing and in accordance with His perfect will.

Satan’s timing, best laid plan and opportunity took place at the Cross of Calvary. He thought that he had won the battle when in fact He lost the war. He was hell-bent on destroying the Author of Life, and Jesus not only satisfied God’s wrath against sin, reclaimed the keys of death and Hell and rose victorious from the grave.

All that is left is the clearing up exercise prior to the final confrontation when it will be Divinely and eternally revealed that Jesus Christ is King of kings and Lord of lords. Satan will be exposed as the Great and Evil Deceiver, defeated  and together with his minions and followers banished for ever into the Lake of Fire to suffer total annihilation and destruction.

When Jesus bodily rose from the dead, that first Easter morning, the end had been secured. Any doubt as to Who would be the final Victor was dispelled. Death, Satan and Hell had been defeated, all that was left was for the final number of the redeemed to be secured and then the end of evil would be revealed.

Jesus expects us to stand today against all forms of evil. No, not in our strength but through the power of the risen and Overcoming Lamb.

Yes, Jesus died at Calvary as the Lamb of God, but He rose again as the Overcoming Lamb that can and will never be defeated. “His called, chosen and faithful followers” will be there to witness the final victory.

As Tim Smith wrote:-
I want to be there when the trumpet calls.

I want to be there when the enemy falls.

I want to be there when the Lord is come.

I want to be there when the battle is won.

I want to be there.
What does that name mean for us today? – The greatest fears we will ever have to face are the fear of the unknown future and the fear of death. By Jesus’ death and bodily resurrection the fear of the future, the power of death, Satan and Hell have been defeated for ever.

Prayer 
Lord Jesus, please accept my praise and worship for the fact that You conquered Satan, death and Hell by rising again. Thank You that one day I shall see You in all Your majesty and glory. Amen.

Additional Readings
Revelation 7: 9 - 17; Revelation 12: 7 - 12; Revelation 1: 4 - 8
Questions
1) What does this name mean to you?

2) Has God revealed the significance of this Name to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

58) Faithful and True
Reading: Revelation 19: 11 - 15 
Faithfulness and truth are two of the most prized attributes in our society and yet where most of us fail miserably. We want other people to demonstrate these values at all times and yet when we look in the mirror we find that we let other people down much more often than we would like or indeed intend to.

The trouble is that to maintain these virtues is often at our expense and so we go for the softer compromise not realizing that in the end we are the ones who suffer the most. Either the intended outcome doesn’t materialize or worse still our character and integrity is impeached and proves almost impossible to regain.

Nevertheless, we esteem highly those who maintain truth and faithfulness in their daily lives and long to know more people like them. The main problem is that they prefer people like themselves too, and so we lose out by our own poor, and often hastily and thoughtlessly made, choices.

Not so, Jesus. He was the spotless Son of God. Though, as the Scriptures tell us, He was tempted in exactly the same ways we are, He, nevertheless, remained sinless, faithful and true.

I love the expression, ‘You don’t have to remember truth’. That doesn’t mean it is the perpetual antidote to amnesia but rather truth remains the same regardless of circumstances. Whereas with lies, it is difficult just to tell one as we may have to change the lie to suit the hearer. The problem then comes as to remembering which lie we told whom or our deceit will be quickly exposed.

Jesus said that His words would never pass away, even if heaven and earth did so. In other words, what He said He claim was all truth. No matter the time, place or situation, His words are a firm foundation on which we may build our lives.

I love John’s vision, his revelation. As we examine the passage we see so many glimpses of the character of Jesus. He stands in Heaven - where else. The ‘home’ of God. That place of utter holiness and glory is Jesus’ by right of who He is.

He is riding a white horse representing power and purity, meekness and authority.

He is the Judge of all the earth, and He administers justice, not vindictively, not in retribution, not in retaliation but in awesome righteousness. He fights injustice and wickedness.

His eyes are like blazing fire. A picture similar to that seen by Isaiah and at the beginning of John’s vision.  On His head are many crowns. God installed His King and that has become the reality.

He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood. Of course it is. Faithful and True is none other than Jesus, the Lamb of God, crucified for us on the Cross at Calvary. That is why He is worthy to be crowned with many crowns.

His name is Word of God. The Eternal Word that is totally trustworthy. That Word that is the Truth for all people, regardless of age, gender or race.

Coming out of His mouth is a sharp sword with which to strike down the (rebellious) nations. The sword is the Word of God, The Word of truth that exposes counterfeit, hypocrisy and wickedness.

He will rule them with an iron scepter. The symbol of power and ultimate authority given to the King God installed in Zion.

He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God. And thereby we are saved. We don’t need to drink that cup, that cup of the fury of the wrath of God against sin of any kind. No, Jesus drank the last drop so that we may go free.

The Faithful and True One carries out the sentence against us and yet also absorbs it all for us. What amazing grace. What wonderful love.

He is the Author and Completer of our faith.
What does that name mean for us today? – We can trust God to do what He promises. He will never leave us or forsake us and He is coming again to take us to be with Himself for ever.

Prayer 
Thank You so much Father that You are Truth and we can depend upon Your word as truth and Your faithfulness as a loving Heavenly father. Amen

Additional Readings
Proverbs 18: 24; Isaiah 45: 11 - 19; Matthew 22: 15 - 2; Hebrews 3: 1 -12; 
Questions
1) Why are truth and faithfulness so important to us?

2) Has God revealed Himself in this way to you? How and when?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

59) The Lion of the Tribe of Judah
Reading: Revelation 5: 1 – 14
The Supreme Paradox! Out of the deepest despair arises the greatest triumph.

John was given a vision of the end times. One of the cameos concerned a scroll. It was sealed but needed to be opened. However, although the mighty angel challenged anyone in heaven and on earth to come and open the scroll no one was found worthy of doing so.

John was heart-broken and struggling with the utter devastation of there being no-one capable of opening the scroll or to look inside. However, he was interrupted in his weeping by one of the elders who comforted him by saying that someone called “The Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the root of David” was able and authorised to open the scroll and its seven seals. The Lion had triumphed. Not would triumph at some future date but the Lion HAD triumphed.

That undoubtedly brought John up with a jolt and hope that his mourning would be replaced by inexpressible joy. However, as he turned and looked, through his tears he could not see The Lion. In fact, he couldn’t see any lion or anything that remotely looked like a lion.

All John could see was a lamb. The word in the original language meant a ‘small lamb’. The total opposite to a lion, let alone The Lion of the elder’s prophecy. And there was more, this lamb looked as if it had been slain. A fatally wounded lamb.

Yet, as John continued to gaze upon the vision before him, his eyes were opened and as he was able to focus, it was as if his spiritual eyes were opened as well. For this fatally wounded small lamb was “standing in the centre of the throne.”
Yes, this lamb was not dead. It was alive again. It came and took the scroll and the whole of heaven and earth erupted in unbridled praise.

First, the elders fell down and worshipped – “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals because You were slain, and with Your blood You purchased for God members of every tribe and language and people and nation.”
Then countless angels joined in – “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!”
Then every creature in heaven, on earth and under the earth and in the sea responded saying, “To Him who sits on the Throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power for ever and ever!”
The Lamb was worthy. So was the Lamb, the Lion? Were they one and the same?

What was the reference to David all about? How do we reconcile the paradox?

We can’t without Jesus!

David was the greatest of the kings of Israel, and yet he was imperfect and human. Yet out of his lineage, God was going to raise up a Ruler who would govern His people in righteousness. He would be the Victor over all their foes and reign for ever. David’s lineage was from Judah and the Victor would be the Lion of the Tribe of Judah.

However, we have to see the Victor as He was. Jesus the Sacrificial Lamb who was fatally wounded for us. But He arose from the grave as the Lion of the Tribe of Judah never to die again. Jesus triumphed over all His foes through His death on the Cross and His bodily resurrection from the grave. Yes, those wounds are still visible proving His Victory over Satan, Hell and the grave.

Rejoice, for the Sceptre of God’s power and authority will never depart from His hand. Jesus is the Lion of the Tribe of Judah that has triumphed.
What does that name mean for us today? – 

We know Who wins! Yes, God has revealed the answer to the question, how will it all end. It all began with God and it will all end with God. It all began with Jesus, the Word, and it will all end with Jesus, the victorious Lion and Lamb. No matter what happens to us, what challenges, struggles and heartaches we face we are assured of a brilliant and glorious eternity.

Prayer 
Thank You, Lord Jesus for recording for us this wonderful vision of the future. Thank You that our faith is not based upon a mythical utopia, a wishful unrealistic dream but our faith is based upon Your everlasting Word, an ever-living Saviour who has already triumphed, and the victorious Lion of the Tribe of Judah. Amen.

Additional Readings
Genesis 49: 8 – 12; Isaiah 11: 1 – 9; Revelation 22: 1 – 5, 12 – 16 
Questions
1) Why do you think God gave John this vision and made him record it for us?

2) What difference does the truth of this Name make to your life?

3) How does Jesus fulfil that name?

